
 

 

 

N O R T H  S E W I C K L E Y  P R E SB Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H ~ ~ H E ARTL IN E  October 2018 

  

On September 21st I attended a continuing education event at the Cranberry Community Pres-
byterian Church. Tod Bolsinger, the author of a book entitled ñCanoeing the Mountainsò was present to 
lead us. Bolsingerôs book uses the story of Lewis and Clarkôs exploration to highlight a need to adapt 
oneôs expectations in order to make it through the journey.  

 One of my former seminary professors was quoted during Mr. Bolsingerôs lecture. ñIf west-
ern society has become a post-Christian mission field, how (then) can traditional 
churches become missionary churches?ò -Darrell Guder. The mission weôre on is foreign to 
those of us who were born in a different church era. The skills required for church leaders today have 
changed. Now, everything from technical abilities to an ongoing flexibility is expected.  

 The initial goal for Lewis and Clark was to find a river route to the Pacific Ocean. Instead, they 
found the Rocky Mountains! The author likens church leaders to these celebrated explorers. The skills 
weôve refined were developed in a different day and age, for different challenges and different cultural 
assumptions. In light of this shift, Bolsinger told us the three hardest words for church leaders to say 
are, ñI donôt know.ò  

The way the church once operated and the expertise we came to expect of our Elders, Deacons, 
Trustees and pastors was based on the way the church had been. We now know this was a short-
sighted assumption. Here we are together, staring at an entirely new obstacle. The culture no longer 
supports the church.   

 One very helpful insight was the authorôs notion, ñin order for change to last, it must be 
a healthy adaptation of the existing DNA of the group.ò As I listen and learn more about our 
people here at NSPC, I hear the themes of service and survival. The ways in which our earliest mem-
bers worked to build and then rebuild the church included much work. But, this church mattered 
enough to them that they took risks on its behalf.  Our church has been at its current location for just 
over fifty-five years.  

Previously, our church ancestors had a willingness to offer an orphanage for a season, add a 
basement to an existing building, and then move down the hill and build a completely new church 
building. The old buildings up the hill were razed, and later the new manse constructed. The commit-
ment to change was evident to all, and the strong history of keeping our physical church property in 
order continued.  

  The original bell was moved and mounted in front of the church. Next came the construction 
of the pavilion in the woods.  In time, we completed a renovation of our existing building, including the 
upstairs bathrooms, office spaces, and nursery.  Less than three years ago, we committed to more 
change by adding the elevator, front porch, and extending the kitchen and narthex areas. The recent 
reopening of the preschool has inspired renovation of our two large classrooms and downstairs bath-
rooms. The arrival of our youth leader prompted the re-painting and updating of our Youth Room.  

Yet, for our congregation to thrive into the future, we have a challenging project that goes be-
yond bricks and mortar. How do we connect with whole generations that are absent from the 
church?  Our faith need not change. But our belief of what makes for a successful congregation will be 
tested. Together, we need to tap into the pioneering spirit our spiritual forefathers displayed. And, we 
need to be willing to re-train ourselves, and adapt to our current reality for the journey ahead.   

                      Pastor Nathan 
 

 

 

 

 

I hope you hear me,  
     Loudon clear...  
    

    

 



 

 

 

Date Liturgist Greeter(s) 

October 7 Tom Umstott Joe & Sidney Fisher 

October 14 Martha Murdock Mary Koah 

October 21 Aaron Zimmerman Brandon & Elyse Fisher 

October 28 Joe Fisher Jack Felton 

 Head Usher 

Brenda Kriegisch 

Ushers 

Frankie Kriegisch 

Jim Richards 

Tyler Richards 

Dan Pflugh 

 

 

Worship Assistants for October 

October 

Birthdays 
October 

Anniversaries 

Date Bell Ringer 

October 7  

October 14  

October 21 Tanner Richards 

October 28 Tanner Richards 

George & Judy Lipcsak  10/1  

Norma & Ernest Demeter  10/2  

Greg & Lisa Barchetti  10/31  

Peggy Maxwell  10/2  

Jill Boucek  10/3  

Josh Koach  10/5  

Sue Bologna  10/7  

Bonnie Gorrell  10/11  

John Makowski  10/12  

Danica Creese  10/17  

Rob Makowski  10/17  

Andrea Householder  10/21  

Don Aiken  10/23  

 Meyers  10/23  

Dan Pflugh  10/24  

Jake Vagias  10/24  

Tanner Richards  10/27  

Liz Robinson  10/27  

Barb McDanel  10/30  

 



 

 

 

 

Sunday Numbers 

                Attendance     Offering           Capital  

 

 
фκнκму то ϷпΣнртΦлл Ϸ  ннлΦлл 

фκфκму фф ϷоΣсутΦлл Ϸ пнлΦлл 

фκмсκму ммн ϷпΣлосΦлл ϷнΣмтрΦлл 

фκноκму млф ϷнΣлрфΦлл Ϸ  нолΦлл 

фκолκму млл ϷмΣфолΦрс Ϸ  сурΦлл 

Date  

October 7 Joe Fisher/Elyse 

October 14 Hazel Zimmerman 

October 21 Leigh Vagias 

October 28 Bonny Lenz 

Young Adult Get Together 

 

The church is having a dinner for the ñyoung adultsò of the church on Friday, Novem-
ber 16th at The Connoquenessing Country club.  The event will start at 6:00 p.m. and 
those, who have children, may drop their kids off at the church.  There will be child 
care for infants and activities for all ages.  The church is picking up the cost of the 
meal. 

 

Who is a Young Adult?  There is Youth Group for everyone who is in high school and 
below, so they are not included.  Other than that it is your call!  I know for sure that I 
am no longer a Young Adult! That ship sailed a long time ago! 

 

Expect a great time of fellowship and a delicious buffet dinner.  
 
Save the date and watch for sign-ups. 

                    Dave Sullivan 

 



 

 

 

NSPC Youth Group 

   Hello North Sewickley Church Family! It has been exciting to see things de-
veloping with the Youth in just the short time we have been together! The Youth Lead-
ers and I are in the process of discussing future activities and outings to do with the 
Youth Group and are looking forward to putting those plans into action! More updates 
will follow! On another note, the Church Retreat will  be happening this month and we 
are looking forward to that! During the two Saturday Sessions our Youth will be hang-
ing out with me and one or two other leaders doing fun activities and games! We hope 
to see you all there!  

   
   
   
   
                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
October 7    Youth Group from 3:00-4:30 p.m. 
 
October 14   Support a local school, take in the Halloween fun 
     Non Spooky Hayride 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
     Haunted Hayride and Maze 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
       At Riverside Memorial Stadium 
 
October 21   No Youth Group, Retreat will include children, youth. 
 
                       Caleb Hoal 



 

 

 

Adeline & Scarlett Williams Baptism 

 


