NORTH SEWICKLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

May 2018

I hope you hear me,
Loudon clear...

As the snow melts once more, the bulbs begin sprouting, and the trees regain their blossoms, a season of
new growth is upon us. Likewise our church family is experiencing increased attendance, activity and new
opportunity. This Easter our sanctuary was nearly filled to capacity (170+ in attendance). Our Preschool already
has over 40 kids preregistered for the 2018-2019 calendar year.
May 19 will be our second annual Steak Fry and Great Outdoor Event. Last year it reached over 250 people.
This year’s speakers, prizes and events promise to be just as good as last year. Sunday May 20 will also be a
party-like atmosphere as we celebrate Pentecost, the birthday of the church as well as the successful completion
of the first phase of our capital campaign, begun in 2014.
While Christmas and Easter are well known, some may be less familiar with the Christian celebration of
Pentecost. The Jews called this the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of Weeks. It is mentioned five places in the Old
Testament: Exodus 23, 24, Leviticus 16, Numbers 28, and Deuteronomy 16.
In Ancient Palestine, Pentecost was the celebration of the beginning of the early wheat harvest, which meant
that it fell sometime during the middle of May or early June. Living for six years in rural Kansas has provided
me with fond memories of the flurry of activities surrounding the wheat harvest.
We celebrate Pentecost as a time when the Holy Spirit arrives to fill and direct the disciples after the
Resurrection. In Acts, we read about an event 40 days after the resurrection in which the apostles and a few
others were gathered in a house in Jerusalem. Suddenly, a terrific wind came from heaven and filled the place.
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. (Acts 2:1-4, NIV)
Before the day of Pentecost, the disciples were discouraged. After it they were empowered. The Apostle
Peter preaches about the prophecies realized in this moment. It is the beginning of the disciples’ response to the
Great Commission, as found in Matthew 28. This is why we say it’s the birthday of the church.
In many ways this is what we are experiencing at our church these days. Though our congregation has been
around for 172 years, and has been through seasons of prosperity and scarcity, we currently are experiencing a
season of Spiritual renewal. Though all Sundays bring me hope, Pentecost is especially joyful. Remember to
wear RED as a symbolic reminder of the presence of the Holy Spirit on May 20!
Pastor Nathan
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Announcements
Are you SPRING CLEANING???—The annual Trash and
Treasure Sale to benefit our Community Involvement
Ministry will be Friday and Saturday, July 20-21st. Items can
be brought to the church on Sunday, July 15. Donations must
be clean and in working order. Please label bedding and drapery sizes. Please, no outdated electronics or televisions.

2018 Per Capita:
The 2018 per capita has been set at $39.47 per member. Of that amount, the vast
majority ($29.44) stays at the Beaver-Butler Presbytery level, ($7.73) goes to General
Assembly, ($2.30) is designated to the Synod. If you would like to contribute your
portion of the per capita, checks can be made payable to NSPC and note per capita in
the memo line and can be placed in offering plate or sent to church office.

Pat Vagias is collecting small bars of soap (the size
given at hotels) and large Legos for little children.
These items are needed for a Uganda mission trip and
we are hoping to send a full suitcase. Items may be
placed in a box in the Calvin Room.

The Evangelism Committee is selling North Sewickley
Presbyterian Church t-shirts. Shirts are $12 and $15 for XL,
2XL, 3XL. Show your support and love for our church by ordering a t-shirt today. Please see Barb Paff, Tracey Creese or Krista Shepler to get yours today!

Sunday Numbers
Attendance

Offering

Capital

4/1/18

175

$4,229.45

$ 575.00

4/8/18

82

$2,780.53

$ 160.00

4/15/18

97

$2,750.00

$ 170.00

4/22/18

115

$4,133.00

$2,260.00

4/29/18

90

$1,620.00

$ 185.00

Announcements
NSPC is now live. Our Worship Services are broadcasted
on our Facebook page. To view go to our Facebook page :
NorthSewickleyPresbyterianChurch
What does this mean??? If you are out of town, or unable to attend church on Sunday,
just go to our facebook page and click on our live video.
In the event one cannot remain in the Sanctuary, our service
is live streamed via Facebook in the Calvin Room.
This is a great way for Nursing Moms or Active toddlers to
enjoy worship!

A regularly staffed nursery is available each Sunday
by Kara McClain, our preschool aide, and her
daughter Ali.

The lower entrance will be locked during Wee Worship for
security reasons from approx. 10:20-11:15 a.m.
Please use the main entrance during this time.

Congratulations to Shannon and Rob Williams!
They are the proud parents of
Scarlett Nicole and Adeline Mae,
born on April 23, 2018.

Christian Education: Accolades and Updates for May 2018
WEE WORSHIP
We asked and YOU delivered!! Many thanks to all of our Wee Worship
volunteers. Special accolades to the new volunteers who stepped up to enjoy our
youngest worshipers: Bonny Lenz, Krista Shepler, Sue and Natalie Bologna, Sadie
Vete, Leigh Vagias, Hazel Zimmerman, the Fisher family, CJ Crawford, Jack Felton, Erin Makowski and Cathy and Dan Pflugh. This is such a great opportunity for
adults and kids to get to know each other and fulfill a Baptismal promise!
There is no Wee Worship in the summer, however the signup sheet is available on
the Narthex table and volunteers are needed again starting in September.

BELL RINGER
The Bell Ringer job has been met with great enthusiasm by the youth. Since the
bell is rung 10 times, two children can actually share the responsibility. The signup sheet is located near Pastor Nathan's office. All parents need to do is deliver their child to the front door at 9:55. An usher will assist on cue from one of
our technical folks. Ear plugs are optional.

CHRISTIAN CAMP OPPORTUNITIES
Check out the brochures in the Narthex. Camp Crestview in Slippery Rock and
Camp Lambec in Erie offer an array of experiences for children who have completed grade 1-12. What makes this opportunity even more appealing is NSPC will
provide scholarships for up to 1/2 the tuition!

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP
NSPC Christian Ed Committee plans to offer the younger adults (married or unmarried--with or without kids) an opportunity to have a GET TO KNOW YOU
EVENT with hopes that a young adult group will be established. This will include a
free lunch or dinner at Connoquenessing Country Club and free babysitting at the
church. Watch the bulletin for a future survey/sign up.

VBS Decorations & Volunteers
Splash Canyon is the theme for VBS this summer and we need white water rafts,
kayaks and canoes for the week of June 11 – 15 to decorate the church. We will be
putting the final details on the backdrops on Tuesday & Wednesday evenings from now
until VBS. We also need help gluing and cutting out the character.
We still need help with water bombs made from sponges for one of the games, cutting
and putting together. (Directions can be found at: https://www.pinterest.com/
pin/102879172722128845/)
Other supplies needed:
2 – saw horses
2 – square or rectangular laundry baskets
2 – dishpans
2 – buckets
2 – squirt bottles
If you can help, please contact Judy Lipcsak, Sue Moore or Jackie Kline.

Our 2nd annual Steak Fry, Great Outdoors Event
is May 19th

To help make this event a success year we need your support. We need
help selling tickets, doing set up/clean up, spreading the word, Chinese
auction baskets, door prizes. Last year we raised over $3,500.00 to give
to North Sewickley VFD. This year we are spreading the blessings to :
North Sewickley, and Franklin Twp. Fire Departments.
Tickets are now available!!!

Each month the Evangelism committee will present a brief
interview with a person or family in our church to allow the
congregation to get to know them better.
By Barbara McDanel

This month we are spotlighting Cole & Rochelle Jackson
Cole and Rochelle Jackson chose North Sewickley Presbyterian for their wedding day back on June 1st 2013. Soon
thereafter Cole’s Aunt Brenda and Uncle Frank invited
them to attend church because of their fondness for NSPC.
The Jacksons' have 3 beautiful-AWESOME sons. Jacob 11,
Cole 7, and one-year-old Bentley. The couple says their 3
sons are their “WHOLE WORLD”! Cole, Jacob and “Bean”
were baptized by Pastor Judy Angleberger in a chilly river
over at Pine Valley Bible Camp on 10/23/16. Bentley was
baptized here in the church by Pastor Nathan Loudon on
4/16/17.
Cole and Rochelle indicate that since participating in our
church they have grown in their relationship with GOD. To
quote them directly, “We are glad to raise our boys in a church where God's word is
taught, (that) having Faith in our heavenly father is number one.”
When not at church Cole Jackson runs a forklift for WESCO Distribution he really
loves his job- working many hours to provide for his family. Rochelle is currently
working on her R.N. degree, while also juggling all the tasks of being a stay at home
mom.

The Jacksons also enjoy running the Riverside youth Football organization. This volunteer work is equal to a full-time job for Rochelle, as she often keeps the organization
running smoothly. When not at sporting events the Jacksons can be found playing
with their boys at their home on Stiefel Ave.

Each month the Evangelism committee will present a brief
interview with a person or family in our church to allow the
congregation to get to know them better.
By Barbara McDanel

This month we are spotlighting Cole & Rochelle Jackson
Continued from previous page…

Church members and friends Tracey and Wes Creese have made an especially big impact on their lives, teaching them about God and His Love. They have supported the
Jacksons in all seasons of life. When they lost Coles' mom to Cancer in December of
2017 the Creese family often called and checked in on them to see how things were going & make sure they were okay.
The Jacksons love our church’s members and friends and are so glad that Frank and
Brenda Kriegisch invited them to attend!

North Sewickley Preschool

Mission
CARPENTER’S PROJECT 2018
JULY 9 - 13
Are you a homeowner in the Ellwood City or Riverside School Districts? Do you have
a long list of projects around the house that you have been unable to complete due to
lack of time, skills, or finances? If so, the Carpenter’s Project may be able to help you.
For the last 17 years, the Carpenter’s Project (an inter-denominational and multigenerational group of volunteers) team up for one week in July to perform exterior
house projects for people in the Ellwood City and Riverside School District. This year,
the work week is July 9 – 13 they have already started receiving requests from homeowners.
Projects include small cement repair jobs, power washing, shrub trimming, wheelchair
ramp building, small exterior carpentry jobs, some window repair, painting. Priority
is given to those who have never received assistance in previous years. The only requirements are that you own the house that you want repaired and are currently living
in it. Donations are not required, but they help us to assist additional people.
Please contact Greg Zimmerman (412-974-2650) or Steve Miller with the Carpenter’s
Project (724-201-0295) if you have any questions about receiving assistance.

If on the other hand, you have desire to complete projects like those listed above and
you prefer the Ellwood City area to say Corpus Christi, Texas, you can volunteer with
the Carpenter’s Project during the work week (July 9 – 13). Anyone from 13 (as of 7-918) up to 113 (ok that might be a stretch) is eligible to volunteer. And you do not need
to volunteer for the whole week – you can volunteer for a couple days, all five days,
only mornings, only afternoons, etc. The volunteer forms are due to the Carpenter’s
Project by June 21st. All adults will need to have both a Criminal Record Check and
Child Abuse Clearances (within the last 5 years). Again, Please contact Greg Zimmerman (412-974-2650) or Steve Miller with the Carpenter’s Project (724-201-0295) if
you would like to volunteer.
In their years of helping our neighbors, the Carpenter’s Project has helped hundreds of
homeowners. This has only been possible due to the grace of God, cooperative government officials, the participating churches, and wonderful volunteers like you!
North Sewickley will once again sign up to assist with one of the evening meals that
are provided to the volunteers during the work week. Please watch for further details
on that.

Relay for Life
Relay For Life Team North Sewickley Walkers would like to honor our cancer survivors on our team banner. Theme this year is, "Superheros, Who's Yours!" every person who has had cancer whether they passed on or are still alive is a survivor! Our superhero capes are 81/2" by 101/2" in size and we are asking for a 5x7" photo of our
survivor with name, date of death if needed and how long a survivor. Photos can be
given to myself, Sue Moore, Judy Lipcsak or Jo and Brandon Fisher all team members,.
If you would like to join the team see Jackie Kline and she will get you started. Relay
is Saturday, June 2, 2018 downtown from 1 - 10 pm. our team will have a tent and
"Chalk The Town" sidewalk art contest from 2 - 6 pm with awards announced at 6:30
pm.
Hope to see you downtown on the second!

Also, the teams will be selling luminaria bags for our program starting after 9 pm on
June 2nd. We will have markers, stickers for decorating the bags when purchased to
decorate. Bags will be available for sale on Sunday after service, please see Jackie
Kline.

May Planning Calendar
Sunday

6

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Communion-Worship
10:00 a.m.
Youth Group 3:00-5:00
p.m.

13

Mother’s Day
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00
a.m.

20

Pentecost Celebration
Praise Sunday
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00
a.m.
The Big ShaBang

27

Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00
a.m.

Monday

7
N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m.

14

Tuesday

Wednesday

3

Evangelism
6:00 p.m.

Deacons 7:00
p.m.
Trustees 7:00
p.m.

Mission 6:30
p.m.

8

9

10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

Evangelism
6:00 p.m.
Worship 6:30
p.m.

Evangelism
6:00 p.m.

Fellowship 6:00
p.m.
Finance 7:00
p.m.

Pre-K Graduation
6:30 p.m.

22

23

N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m

BB Presbytery
6:00 p.m.
(New Sewickley)

PneuMatrix
7:00 p.m.
CE 7:30 p.m.

28

29

30

Session 6:30
p.m.

Mother Daughter Banquet
6:00 p.m.

Preschool Last
day
11:00 a.m.1:00 p.m.

24

31

4

Saturday

2

21

N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m

Friday

1

N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m

Memorial Day

Thursday

5
Fellowship
Hall Usage

Last day Pre-K

Men’s Prayer
Breakfast 9:00
a.m.

Steak Fry 4:00
p.m.

25

26
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