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 Each year the President of the United States gives a “State of the Union” address. Since 1934, it 
has been delivered in January or February. The speech usually lasts about an hour, partly because of 
the large amount of applause that occurs throughout. Applause is often partisan; with many portions 
of the speech being applauded only by members of the President's own Party.  

 This year I watched the message with my 13-year-old son, Will. Though he is often generally cu-
rious about politics, he got extra credit from one of his teachers for doing so this year, which is good, 
because it was a long speech! Will was curious why only certain people clapped or stood up, includ-
ing the military and Supreme Court Judges. I tried to explain that the military usually clap for efforts 
to strengthen the armed forces, and judges remain neutral on most policies, but I’m not sure he ap-
proved of my answers. I don’t blame him; the world of politics is a crazy one. 

 If a “State of the Church” address were given, quite a few things would be different. First, it 
wouldn’t last for an hour and twenty minutes! We would not sit segregated by age, race, gender, or 
any other descriptors of our diversity. If there were moments worthy of great applause, we would all 
joyfully jump to our feet! Hopefully, there would be no need for ‘fact checking’ after the speech had 
been delivered. And, there would probably be donuts for everyone afterwards.  

 Our congregation’s union is strong. We are strong because of increased attendance on Sunday 
mornings. We averaged 107 people in 2017 compared to the 74 in 2016. Our church is strong because 
of increased membership. We added thirteen new members last year and have already added five 
more this year. Our church is strong because of the commitments we make to missions, which makes 
up 10% of our annual budget.  

 We gave more shoes to the “soles for Jesus” program than ever before. We hosted mission work-
ers Ryan and Alethia White from Germany as well as Pat Vagias’ brother, Steve McKenzie, of T.I.H. 
ministries. The Pine Valley kids’ choir filled our sanctuary with sound and Spirit. Two members as-
sisted in a mission trip to West Virginia. We made two outings to Global Links Medical Supply Mis-
sion in Greentree. Some of our strongest men delivered cement forms for an above ground garden 
for the Refreshing Springs Ministry. Our Vacation Bible School was as well attended as it has been 
for many years. 

 We also tried some new things in 2017, like participating in a local mission in Ellwood City, “The 
Carpenter’s Project.”  In May, we welcomed hundreds to a Steak Fry with excellent food, an extensive 
raffle, and memorable speakers. This event was the brainchild of our evangelism committee.   We 
had a well-run booth at the Franklin Township Night Out which included people of many ages.  

 We reopened the Preschool with excellent results. The youth and their sponsors did cleanup at a 
property owned by a church friend. Our Deacons hosted a tailgate party before the Riverside VS. 
Neshannock football game as well as opening our fellowship hall to the community for a free soup 
luncheon.  

 No, we’re not the US government. However, our church’s union is strong. And the forecast is for 
a very healthy 2018, God willing.       

                             Pastor Nathan 

                                                                      

                                      

 

 

I hope you hear me,  
     Loudon clear... 
    

 

  



 

 

 

Date Liturgist Greeter(s) 

February 4 Dave Sullivan Greg & Aaron Zimmerman 

February 11 George Lipcsak Jake & Pat Vagias 

February 18 Aaron Zimmerman Jim & Barb & Hunter Paff 

February 25 Joe Fisher Norma Demter & Martha 
Murdock 

 Head Usher 

Tracey Creese 

Ushers 

Wes, Danica, Tayvon Creese 

Don Aiken 

Dan Pflugh 

Sunday Numbers 

                Attendance     Offering           Capital  

 

 

 1/7/18 93 $8,774.00 $3,380.00 

1/14/18 71 $1,999.00 $  200.00 

1/21/18 120 $5,326.41 $2,625.00 

1/28/18 112 $4,149.00 $  315.00 

 

Worship Assistants for February 

February 

Birthdays 

Jack Felton 2/3 

Brenda Liebendorfer 2/8 

Beau Bargiband 2/15 

Shay Vagias 2/15 

Jim Paff 2/17 

David Peffer 2/17 

John Shepler 2/17 

Joyce Hart 2/20 

Nadia Paff 2/21 

Cathy Pflugh 2/21 

Iola Grant 2/23 

Patty Hinkle 2/26 

Jackie Kline 2/27 

Kathy Jamison 2/28 



 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Lent is Coming!  Join us for our Ash Wednesday service:  
Lent begins on Wednesday, February 14th with an Ash 
Wednesday service.  Why not start the season of Lent out 
right by joining us for our 7 p.m. service of repentance and              
reflection? 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be on Saturday, February 17th at          
9:00 a.m. at the Wolverine. 

 

 

 

 VBS Decorations & Volunteers 

Splash Canyon is the theme for VBS this summer and we need white 
water rafts, kayaks and canoes for the week of June 11 – 15 to         

decorate the church.  Our plan is to have the first decoration/sign-up 
area set up in April for VBS somewhere in the Narthex.  If you can 

spare your equipment contact Judy, Sue or Jackie, then come out and 
help us set up the display.  Please include paddles, life jackets,        

helmets, etc.   We will also need help with water bombs made from 
sponges for one of the games, cutting and putting together. (Directions can be found 

at: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/102879172722128845/)   

We had over 50 kids last year and are praying for an equal or greater number this 
summer.  That’s a lot of water bombs! 

If you can volunteer to help with VBS, please contact Judy Lipcsak, Sue Moore or 
Jackie Kline. 

 

2018 Per Capita:   

The 2018 per capita has been set at $39.47 per member.  Of that amount, the vast 
majority ($29.44) stays at the Beaver-Butler Presbytery level, ($7.73) goes to General 

Assembly, ($2.30) is designated to the Synod.  If you would like to contribute your 
portion of the per capita, checks can be made payable to NSPC and note per capita in 

the memo line and can be placed in offering plate or sent to church office. 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/102879172722128845/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February  9-11, 2018 

Seneca Hills Bible Camp 

Guest Speaker:  Sandy Joseph 

 

 This year’s speaker is Sandy Joseph.  She has been married 36 years to her husband, Bill.  
They have 3 daughters and 3 sons-in-laws.  One of her greatest joy is being Grammie to her 
grandchildren. 

“I love living in our community, spending time with people from all walks of 
life, studying and discussing God’s Word, and being with my family. Life and 
relationships are a gift that I treasure every day.” 

Her past includes co-founding Reminders of Faith, a scrapbooking company 
that provided books and products that helped people remember God ’s faith-
fulness.  Her career has also included being a Founding Leader and Executive 
Director with Mary & Martha.  

“God has graced me with the gift of discernment which I use as a  Certified Biblical 
Life Coach.  I feel God’s pleasure as I listen, ask questions, and share Biblical truth 
with women.  It is a joy to share my heart with women through speaking and I have 
done so at Hearts at Home, LifeWay Mom-Time, Salvation Army Women, Mary & 
Martha and various women’s groups in churches and retreats.” 

Why “Recognize and Remember”? When I recognize God at work in my life, 
my focus is not on what I did, but on what God has done.  Then the next time that 
life becomes difficult (and it always does), I remember how God has been faithful. 
 Recognizing and Remembering God’s faithfulness in the Bible is the backbone of 
my study of Scriptures. God is ALWAYS Faithful!  

http://www.lifebreakthroughcoaching.com/
http://www.lifebreakthroughcoaching.com/


 

 

 

Meet our New Members! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob and Erin Makowski:   

 We live in Zelienople, PA. We have been married for 5 years, we met in college back 
in 2005. We have three children Makenna (14), Emma (4) John (3months). Makenna 
does not live with us full time. Rob is a Software Engineer and I have a Masters Degree 
in Human Resource Management. I work from home and own my own clothing/décor 
business. In Rob’s spare time he likes to hunt. In my spare time I like to crochet, I also 
crochet for a local hospice ( and am always looking for helpers). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul, Bonnie, and Chelsea Hunter: 

 Paul and Bonnie have three children (Rachel Palmer (who lives in Maine with her 
husband, Robert), Sean (who lives in New Brighton), and Chelsea).  Paul is a retired 
veteran.  Paul is currentlya coffee roaster, and custodian with Riverside Beaver County 
School District. Paul loves horseback riding, tractors, and antique cars.  Bonnie is a 
Special Education Teacher with The Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School.  She loves to 
ride horses, sew, crochet, cross stitch, and do other crafting.  Chelsea graduated from 
PA Cyber in 2017 and is working with her dad’s coffee company. Chelsea loves the the-
atre, singing, and working out. The Hunters have lived in North Sewickley since Au-
gust 1998.  They own three horses, a pug, and a tuxedo cat.   



 

 

 

Youth  



 

 

 

Youth Lock-In 



 

 

 

Youth Sunday 



 

 

 

 

Each month the Evangelism committee will present a brief 
interview with a person or family in our church to allow the 
congregation to get to know them better. 

This month we are spotlighting the Nick and Connie Bargiband 

By Barbara McDanel 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Nick and Connie met in high school at Seneca Valley.  They didn’t start dating until 
Connie went on a senior trip with Nick and friends.  Connie went to Clarion University 
to study international business and Nick joined the United States Air Force Reserve.  
He then went on to study aviation at Kent State. 

 Before the couple were married they decided they needed a church family.  Nick 
and Connie visited several different churches before the Vagias family invited them to 
join their family at NSPC.  Connie shared how warm and inviting everyone was at our 
church and they decided to become members and got married here.   

 Since their wedding they’ve had 3 children whom have been baptized at NSPC.  
The couple said their 3 children are the center of their world!  Braydee is 4~ she is very 
smart, funny, and adventures, loving the outdoors.  Tessa is 2~she always looks sweet 
and innocent but is usually hiding something!  She’s lovable and adores caring for    
baby dolls and changing their outfits 10 times daily and wearing high heeled shoes.  
Beau is 11 months old~ Connie shared that his smile lights up the room, he smiles at 
everyone.  He’s a very happy baby.  His parents are excited to see what the fellow has 
in store for them.  Rounding out their family is their 2 dogs, a yellow lab Dre who is 
protective of the 3 children and a chocolate lab, Josie who lives to go hunting with 
Nick when there is time. 

                  Continued on next page... 



 

 

 

 

Each month the Evangelism committee will present a brief 
interview with a person or family in our church to allow the 
congregation to get to know them better. 

This month we are spotlighting the Nick and Coni Bargiband 

By Barbara McDanel 

Continued from previous page… 

   

 Connie works in medical devices sales and Nick is a pilot for U.S.A.F.  Between 
work and the kids they don’t have much free time. However they get outside as much 
as possible~ enjoying their pool in the summer and building snowmen in the winter. 

 We are excited that the Bargiband family chose NSPC for their church family, and 
are so thankful the Vagias family invited them to our church! 



 

 

 

 

 
February Planning Calendar 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

        

1 
  
  

2 
  
  
  

3 
Share Meal for 
Riverside Musical 

4 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Communion Worship 
10:00 a.m. 
Congregational Meeting 
Youth Group 3:00-5:00 
p.m. 

5 
  
  
  

6 
  

7 
Praise Band 
6:30 
Deacons 7:00 
p.m. 
Trustees 7:00 
p.m. 
  

8 
  
  
  

9 
Women’s Re-
treat 
  

10 
Women’s Retreat 
  
  

11 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Worship 10:00 a.m. 

12 
  
  

13 
Worship 6:30 
p.m. 
Evangelism 
7:00 p.m. 
  
  

14 
Ash Wednes-
day 
Worship 7:00 
p.m. 
  

15 
  
  

16 
  
  

17 
Men’s Breakfast 
9:00 a.m. 
Riverside Fellow-
ship Rental 
  
  

18 
Praise Sunday 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Youth Group 3:00-5:00 
p.m. 

19 
  
  

20 
  
  
  

21 
  

22 
  
  

23 
  
  

24 
  

25 
Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
Worship 10:00 a.m. 

26 
  
  
  

27 
Session 6:30 
p.m. 

  

28 
  
  

      



 

 

 

North Sewickley Presbyterian Church 

106 Chapel Drive 

Ellwood City, PA 16117 

 

Phone: (724) 752-1272 

Email: Nspc@zoominternet.net         “To know Jesus Christ, 

Website: www.nspreschurch.org           and to make Him known” 

Facebook:  North Sewickley Presbyterian Church          

                              Est. 1846 

 

 

Church Staff and Session Members 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor Nathan Loudon Pastor 

Heather Anderson  Church and Financial Secretary 

Shannon Williams  Youth Coordinator 

Mark DeWalt   Musician 

Stephanie Loudon  Preschool Director 

Kara McClain   Preschool Aide 

Kerry Ritter    Preschool Assistant 

 

Session Members 

Wes Creese   Finance, Treasurer       Tom Umstott        Worship Committee            
Shannon Williams     Christian Ed/Youtth                                           Greg Zimmerman Mission Committee         
Barb Paff        Evangelism Committee       Alice Hall         Mission Committee 
Lori Luurtsema         Fellowship Committee, Presbytery Commissioner  Pat Vagias           Christian Ed  
      Michelle Shepler  Clerk of Session,  Personnel 


