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I hope you hear me,
Loudon clear...

What’s Pneu?
There’s a new group meeting in our church but all the faces are familiar. The PneuMatrix Adaptive Change Group initiated its monthly meetings in July. Members of the group are Kathy Liller,
George Lipscak, Alice Hall, Wes Cresse, Michelle Shepler, Brian Paff, Rochelle Jackson and your pastor. Pastor Dennis Burnett and consultant Susan Rothenberg, both from nearby communities, join
us.
Pneu comes from the Greek word for spirit. Matrix implies a way of doing things. Together, the
axiom PneuMatrix means we will be discovering new ways of being a healthy church. Beaver/Butler
Presbytery took on this project after noting the success of a similar program in nearby Pittsburgh
Presbytery. Our group will meet once a month for a year.
The text we are using to stimulate our conversations is a book entitled “Canoeing the Mountains”
by Tod Bolsinger, a pastor and teacher at Fuller Seminary. The title suggests the metaphor used
throughout the book. The canoes Lewis and Clark had been depending on during their cross-country
expedition were no longer useful once they faced the Rocky Mountains. “As he stepped off the map
into uncharted territory, Meriwether Lewis discovered that what was in front of him was nothing like
what was behind him, and that what had brought him to this point in the journey would take him no
farther. Lewis faced a daunting decision: What would he do now?” (p. 34).
The goal of this initiative is for our congregation to give thought, prayer and proper respect to
the changing dynamics of being a church in 2017. Gone are the days when stores are closed and extra
activities cease on the Sabbath. Gone are the days when attending church is a top priority. Gone are
the days when most churches are full and elders and pastors are expected to take on civic leadership.
Many new pastors joke that, upon completing seminary, they are perfectly prepared to lead the
church of 30 years ago. Though that may be true, it is not just clergy who live in the past. Many congregations live with out-of-date models of mission and vision.
Like Lewis and Clark, we are faced with a Rocky Mountain sized challenge. The changes we must
make are adaptive ones, not technical fixes. Our goal cannot be to just keep things running smoothly.
Tod Bolsinger suggests we “adapt to the changing environment so that new possibilities arise for accurately facing challenges with new actions.”(p. 41).
As we meet to discern the challenges as well as opportunities for North Sewickley to continue into the future as a healthy church, we ask each of you for your prayerful support. As we venture out
on this journey of self-discovery, we promise to have the best interests of you, our church, at heart.
Session will be given regular updates, as will the various leaders in our church. It’s exciting to be part
of a family that embraces the spirit of adventure in its work together. I wonder what treasures we’ll
find along the way? Here’s to our journey!
Pastor Nathan

Worship Assistants for August
Date

Liturgist

Greeter(s)

August 6

Greg Zimmerman Bonny Lenz

August 13

Dave Sullivan

Jim & Judy Richards

August 20

Pat Vagias

Pat Hinkle

August 27

Joe Fisher

Jake & Pat Vagias

Head Usher

Ushers

Brandon Fisher

Wes & Tracey Creese
Bonny Lenz
Brenda Kriegisch

August
Birthdays
8/4 Ella Smilek
8/8 Krista Shepler
8/11 Harold Douglass
8/13 Macy Paff
8/16 Dale Sullivan
8/17 Ashley Paff
8/22 Tom Umstott
8/28 Connie Bargiband
8/30 Brandon Fisher

On August 6th,
North Sewickley
Presbyterian Church
will celebrate its
171st Birthday!!!

August
Anniversaries
8/11 Ben & Ashley Paff
8/15 Harold & Lois Douglass
8/16 Al & Carole Dainton
8/17 Joe & Sidney Fisher
8/18 Rick & LuAnn Lutz
8/28 Roger & Alice Hall

Announcements
The Community Involvement Trash and Treasure Sale
will be held on Friday and Saturday, August 11 and
12. Fellowship Hall will be set up after church on August 6 and items may be brought to the church August
6-10. Please do not bring items prior to those dates.
If anyone needs help transporting items to the church,
contact Pat Vagias 724-368-3659. Many volunteers
are needed and signup sheets will be available in July.
As you do SPRING CLEANING, set your unwanted
items aside for our sale. All donations need to be clean and in working order. No outdated electronics or televisions please.

The cupboard is bare! Please help us replenish the
food pantry. We feed 11 people over 12 years of age
each month, and the food disappears quickly. This is
an easy way to serve our community. Please place
your donations pantry closet in Fellowship Hall.
Items needed: cereal, soup, veggies, fruits, peanut
butter, jelly, rice, noodles, spaghetti sauce, and paper products.
On August 1st, stop at the Franklin Township
National Night Out in the Franklin Plaza, Ellwood City
from 6-9 p.m. The Evangelism Committee from NSPC
will have a booth set up. Stop and say Hi and show the
community what a great family we have!

Sunday Numbers
Attendance

Offering

Capital

7/2/17

100

$4,507.40

$340.00

7/9/17

85

$3,127.00

$ 155.00

7/16/17

115

$2,645.00

$ 225.00

7/23/17

88

$3,665.00

$2,715.00

Please check the lost and found
box to see if any of the items are
yours. The lost and found box is
located on the coat rack in the
Narthex. All unclaimed items
will be donated for the Trash
and Treasure Sale.

Announcements

Baptism of Carter Anthony Scott

Baptism of Dillin Lee, Adaliya Irene, & Eliyana Jean Vete

Congratulations to the Koach family on
the birth of Celia Jade Koach. She is the
daughter of Josh & Lindsay Koach and
the little sister of Sully.

A big thanks to Dave Householder for painting the church sign!
Check out the updates in the downstairs bathrooms.
They look great!

Additional Kayak and Campout Information
124 Hall Lane
East Hickory, Pa 16351
Leaving North Sewickley Presbyterian Church Parking Lot by 7am
Please pack a lunch to bring with you on the Kayak/Canoe trip. We will be having lunch on the river.
Wear an old pair of tennis shoes or water shoes for Kayak trip. No bare feet or flip flops!
If you would like you can bring a tent but there is very little totally flat area.
Children could campout on the porch
It is possible for everyone to sleep inside but some people will be on the floor.
If you have pie irons, hot dog sticks, or folding/camp chairs please bring them with you.
When we arrive will be having a quick snack and then heading off to our river adventure. We will be having
lunch on the river. Our river trip will take about 5 hours. We will be taking a leisurely pace down the river giving us time to float, swim, and eat lunch.
Dinner Menu:
Breakfast Menu:
Hamburgers and Hot dogs
Muffins
Chips
Yogurt
Beans
Cereal
Potato or Macaroni Salad
Apples, Bananas, Oranges
Cookies
Milk, Juice
Water, Gatorade, Pop

What you will need to bring:
Sleeping Bag
Pillow
Towel
Toiletries
Personal Medications
Extra pair of old tennis shoes for river or water shoes
Bug Spray
Sunscreen
Folding/Camp chairs
Change of Clothing
Packed lunch
Optional: Tent
If you have any other questions that I didn’t answer please call Shannon at 724-575-0094 or email at
shannonmarie2113@gmail.com

Youth
There is a sign up sheet for food needed for the youth kayak and
campout trip. The sign up sheet is in the Narthex. All donations
need to be at the church by Wednesday, August 9th. Any
questions please call Shannon at 724-575-004 or email at
shannonmarie2113@gmail.com

The Big ShaBang
will be September 10th from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at the church.
All Youth Groups will be meeting on the 1st and 3rd Sundays
from 3:00-5:00 p.m.
A.B.C.’s — Pre K-2nd Grade
S.W.A.G.—3rd grade-6th grade
Senior High — 7th grade to 12th grade

Mission
On Sunday, July 23rd Ryan and Alethia White came to NSPC to share their
missionary work. They are mission co-workers of the Presbyterian World Mission.
Ryan and Alethia are working with Iranian refugees in partnership with the Iranian
Presbyterian Church of Berlin Germany. They are providing pastoral care and
collaborating with a number of Christian organizations and churches that serve
Iranian refugees.

Thank you to all those who helped at the Carpenter’s Project!

Mission
Shoes are a luxury that most of us take for granted. During the month of August,
NSPC will again be collecting shoes for Soles for Jesus. Soles for Jesus is dedicated to
sharing the compassion of Christ by distributing shoes to Africa. They accept all
shoes new and used.

Shoe Drive Faq’s:
What types of shoes do you accept?
All shoes! We accept all new and used shoes - all types and sizes. Any unusable shoes
will be repurposed and every pair will be put to use.
What will you do with received shoes that are not adequate for sending to Africa?
Shoes that are not adequate in African climate and terrain (ie. winter boots or high
heels), or not usable due to excessive wear, will be repurposed through micro-enterprise.
Micro-enterprise represents one of the most effective ways to lift families out of the extreme poverty in devastated economies. Small business owners can use our repurposed
shoes to earn money for food and earn a sustainable source of income.
How will you ship them to Africa?
This is a great expense for SFJ, and we are committed to actively fundraising to send
these shipments. We challenge each donor to consider giving $1 or $2 per pair of shoes
donated to help them reach their final destination. While this is not mandatory, it does
go a long way toward helping SFJ serve those in need.
How can I personalize my gift of shoes to teach my children the importance of
giving?
We encourage parents to involve their children in their giving. Tuck a small note inside of
a shoe for a child to receive across the ocean. What a great addition to your gift of love,
especially if the child does not have a family of their own!

Each month the Evangelism committee will present a brief
interview with a person or family in our church to allow the
congregation to get to know them better.

By Barbara McDanel
This month we are spotlighting Greg & Hazel Zimmerman
Greg and Hazel Zimmerman met through mutual friends and they both ended up
being in their friends weddings. Hazel is from Beaver County and Greg is from North
Sewickley. Greg got his Environmental Engineering degree from Penn State University. He works for Newmyer Environmental located in Lawrenceville, PA. Hazel attended CCAC receiving her education as a Occupational Therapy Assistant. She worked as
the Activities Director for 22 years in a nursing home.
The couple have 2 children ~ Sarah, who is married and has 2 children, Emily and
Gavin, and reside in South Carolina. Aaron lives at home and works for a landscaping
agency.
As a family Greg, Hazel and Aaron are involved in the Red Barn Theater, Hazel as
director and some acting, Greg and Aaron with acting and site construction.
One of Greg’s hobbies is stained glass. One of his most recent projects can be seen
here at NSPC. It’s the stain glass above the Sanctuary door.
Hazel loves to travel and has been to Puerto Rico, Atlantic City, New York City and
South Carolina. They love to travel to South Carolina to visit their daughter and her
family. In 10 days Hazel leaves for her Bahama Cruise, she is very excited and is nearly packed. Greg will be on a mission trip that same week.
Continued to next page….

Old Union’s Mission Trip to the Jersey Shore 2016

Each month the Evangelism committee will present a brief
interview with a person or family in our church to allow the
congregation to get to know them better.

Continued from previous page...

Greg is on the NSPC Mission Committee and uses him time and talents working
with the Old Union Mission Trips. Last year he went to the Jersey shore to help those
affected by Hurricane Sandy. This year he is going to Greenbrier County, West Virginia to help those affected in the 2016 floods. He is also involved in the Carpenter’s Project. Greg’s grandfather “Rev. Pitzer” was a former pastor at NSPC.
Hazel has been active and taught Vacation Bible School here at NSPC. This year
she also did the drama skits for the children.
I asked Hazel why they stayed at North Sewickley Presbyterian Church. She quickly said the people are so welcoming, and there are things they can share here that she
feels valued for and she loves the singing. There is a sense of “belonging” here which
makes them feel comfortable. Thank you to the Zimmermans for sharing your time,
energy and talents with NSPC!

Hazel and Pastor Nathan during this
year’s VBS

ENJOY THE CONCERT
Ted Zimmerman and the King’s Brass will present a concert at Ellwood City’s
amphitheater on Lawrence Avenue on August 9 at 7 p.m. They are a group of
professional musicians who travel around the country and play Christian music.
Check them out on their website, www.kingsbrass.org and www.facebook.com.
Our Community Involvement Fund donated $150.00 to the Ellwood City
Community Concert Committee to help with expenses for this group. Take a lawn
chair and enjoy the music. In case of rain, the free concert will move to the high
school auditorium.

August Planning Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Happy Birthday
NSPC!
Communion-Worship
10:00 a.m.

7

Setup for Sale
5:008:00 p.m.
NA 6:30-8:45
p.m.

13

Worship 10:00 a.m.
Baptism-Beau
Bargiband

14

Outdoor Worship
10:00 a.m.

27

Worship 10:00 a.m.
Baptism-Ashton
Malesky

21
NA 6:30-8:45
p.m.

28

NA 6:30-8:45
p.m.

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

Setup for Sale
5:00-8:00 p.m.

Setup for
Sale 5:008:00 p.m.

Worship 6:30 p.m.
Evangelism 7:00
p.m.
Christian Ed 7:00
p.m.
Setup for Sale 5:008:00 p.m.

Deacons 7:00
p.m.
Trustees 7:00
p.m.

Mission 6:30
p.m.

Trash and
Treasure
Sale 8:004:00 p.m.

New Members
Class
9:00 a.m.

Trash and Treasure Sale 8:0012:00 p.m.
Youth Outing
7:00 a.m.

15

16

17

18

19

22

23

24

25

26

29

30

31

Session 7:00 p.m.

NA 6:30-8:45
p.m.

20

Thursday

1

Franklin Twp. Night
Out 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Fellowship Committee 6:30 p.m.

6

Wednesday

PneuMatrix 8:00
p.m.

4 year old
Preschool Orientation 6:30
p.m.

3 year old
Preschool
Orientation
6:30 p.m

Men’s Breakfast
9:00 a.m.

North Sewickley Presbyterian Church
106 Chapel Drive
Ellwood City, PA 16117
Phone: (724) 752-1272
Email: Nspc@zoominternet.net

“To know Jesus Christ,

Website: www.nspreschurch.org

and to make Him known”

Facebook: North Sewickley Presbyterian Church
Est. 1846

Church Staff and Session Members
Church Staff
Pastor Nathan Loudon
Heather Anderson
Rayanne Grant
Shannon Williams
Mark DeWalt
Sue Smith
Stephanie Loudon

Pastor
Secretary
Treasurer
Youth Coordinator
Musician
Custodial Staff
Preschool Director

Session Members
Wes Creese
Personnel & Finance Committee
Joe Fisher
Mission Committee
Rayanne Grant
Finance, Treasurer
Denise Broadwater Worship Committee
Shannon Williams
Christian Ed/Youth
Lori Luurtsema
Fellowship Committee
Dave Sullivan
Christian Ed/Adult, Kids Sunday School
Barb Paff
Evangelism Committee
Michelle Shepler
Clerk of Session, Presbytery Commissioner

