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WHAT DO WE HAVE IN COMMON? 
(Psalm 42, Acts 2:42-47) 

 

 As many of you know I’ve taken up the hobby of golf.  Up to this 
point I’ve been inconsistent at best.  So, in an attempt to improve my 
game last week, I took my first lessons.  Both of us have brown hair, 
are married with children, love dogs, played baseball in High School 
and are Christians…but, as Dave swung the golf club, striking the ball 
perfectly every time, I quickly realized that’s about all we have in 
common! ☺ 
 When we start a conversation with someone we try and find 
things that we have in common so that we can enjoy his or her 
company. Sometimes this is easier said than done.  Some folks come 
from totally “different worlds”.  Have you been there?  Your teenager 
brings home their date and you ask, “So what do you like to do in your 
spare time?  
 It’s human nature to look for the things that connect us, what 
we have in common.  Today’s passage is about the spiritual things, 
which the early believers had in common.  Don’t forget that prior to 
the arrival of the Holy Spirit they were as different as night and day.  
“Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and Jews gathered in Jerusalem 
from every corner of the Roman world” (Acts 2:9).  
 The majority of these people knew no more about Jesus and 
what would become Christianity than what they picked up out of 
Peter’s sermon on Pentecost (Acts 2:22-36).  But that was enough to 
change their hearts and to lead them to a real faith.  This Holy Spirit 
is the same Spirit that is present here and now.  The heading in my 
Bible for today’s section of scripture says, “the fellowship of the 
believers.” 
 Were we to discuss “fellowship of the believers”; we might think 
of the social side of a church.  Our “fellowship hall” is the places 
where we will enjoy today’s potluck meal.  
 This is also the place that families rent for bridal or baby 
showers, for graduation or birthday parties, band fundraisers, 
Preschool orientation and celebrations, youth games and funeral 
dinners, paint parties, CPR training, Advent and Lent studies.  I’m 
even told that when the sanctuary was being renovated that worship 
was held in the hall.  Yet Fellowship is not only a Christian concept; 
one can experience fellowship in hunting clubs, bars at Yoga or an 
exercise class.  However, the difference for people of faith is not a 
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feeling but the focus of our devotion.  For instance, there’s certainly a 
bond created at a major sporting event but when the game ends the 
fans have simply enjoyed an isolated experience not a life changing 
conversion.  
 The Biblical Greek word for "fellowship," koinōnia, is often 
translated into "communion."  It means "having things in common, a 
participation, society, friendship.  This applies to anything which may 
be possessed in common, or in which all may partake.  So, in faith, we 
share the same hope of heaven and hatred of evil.  Though these days 
there are many churches, we share many spiritual similarities.   
 In the Old Testament the Psalmist speaks of his soul “thirsting 
for the living God.”  This kind of “pouring out of ones soul” is a 
transparent longing for a God who can make things right again.  
There’s another regular gathering in our church fellowship hall that is 
not directly affiliated with our church but actually comes closer to the 
kind of longing described here by the Psalmist. 
 A couple weeks ago I was sitting in the waiting area of the 
Uneeda Tire in Ellwood City.  When I took my car to have it inspected 
it barely passed, I was told you will need new tires before winter.  And 
as I drove home from the Presbytery meeting on Tuesday May 28th in 
a downpour, it became very obvious that I needed these new treads! 
 So, as I waited for four new Cooper tires, I read a book.  Then in 
walked a guy, who by the looks of him, I judged would have nothing 
in common with me, yet he seemed to be looking at me.  You know 
that feeling you have when you can tell someone is looking at you?  
Finally, he finished talking with the mechanic regarding his 
motorcycle and then asked, “Aren’t you the pastor of that North 
Sewickley church?” 
 Hesitatingly I looked up from my book and said, “Yes, yes I 
am.” His reply was simple, “I come there on Monday nights, I just 
want to say thanks.”  Before I could say much more than “good, I’m 
glad it’s helpful” he walked out the door.  For those of you who don’t 
know on Monday evenings we open our fellowship hall to the 
Narcotics Anonymous.  This is a support group for those who struggle 
to overcome the lure of drugs. Of all the people who gather in this 
room, they are the most faithful.   
 While our church uses this room for fellowship on an every now 
and then basis, this group of 20 to 30 adults, of all ages, manages to 
show up every single week.  If it’s bad weather, a national holiday, or 
a beautiful summer evening-no excuses-they will still show up.  
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Though I haven’t sat in on one of their meetings I’m told they are 
totally transparent with one another.  They come as they are; express 
their fears, longings of their soul, knowing they need this group. 
 This kind of bond is sadly lacking from most church fellowship. 
We socialize, smile, catch up and chat but rarely do our times of 
fellowship turn into “awe coming upon every soul.”  Now, I realize 
that much of the difference comes from the kinds of gatherings we 
hold.  
 Most of our fellowship is only intended to be social.  This is 
certainly a needed component of any church’s life.  In these settings 
we enjoy talking with those with whom we have the most in common, 
listening and lingering.  It’s also perfectly natural to gravitate toward 
people you already know.  Our shared history-with specific people-
make them our natural conversation partners. 
 However, if causal conversation comes easily to us in a 
fellowship hall, where do we open up about our beliefs and learn to 
have, “glad and generous hearts?” Certainly, these kinds of deeper 
revelations are meant more for a small group of people than a whole 
room of friends.  In fact, many churches make cell groups, small 
groups or Midweek Bible studies a major component of their life 
together.  
 We have a monthly men’s Bible study, a weekly women’s study, 
and Sunday School for all ages during the Fall, Winter and Spring.  
We’ve also recently started a group for young Mothers.  However, the 
truth is, even if we attended one of those established study groups, 
we’re likely to be longing for more because our faith is by nature a 
communal act. 
 Many these days are quick to lump our faith into the same 
category as other religions who suggest that you can become at peace 
from the inside out, by eliminating outside distractions, including 
others.  Don’t get me wrong, one of the reasons that I so enjoy the 
game of golf is that it allows me to take in a beautiful natural scene 
while not sitting through one more meeting, but there’s a difference 
between taking a break away from it all and becoming your own 
master.             
          The Christian faith, including spiritual growth, battling sin and 
encouraging one another as we serve God; is intended to be done in 
community.  Our faith grows as we share openly in the Holy Spirit.  
This of course leads me to reinforce not what but WHO we have in 
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common! The Holy Spirit does more than appear in the form of a 
dove. 
 There’s certainly a worse pursuit than trying to find yourself or 
fix yourself, but what if we stopped thinking about ourselves?  The 
part of today’s passage that seems to jump off the page is, “they were 
selling their possessions and belongings and distributing them to all 
who had need.”(Acts 2:45)  How many know people who could use 
some help? How many of us have been the ones in need? Isn’t it nice 
to receive a gift? 
 For Father’s Day my family took me to see the Disney remake of 
the classic rags to riches story, Aladdin.  In one of the opening scenes 
you get a sense that, although a common thief, Aladdin is basically 
good. When he lifts some food from a vendor, upon seeing a small 
child struggling more than he, he hands the fruit to the child and puts 
his finger to his lips as if to keep his gift a secret.  
  The move of the Holy Spirit on the new believers gathered in 
Jerusalem had a practical effect; they began to care about others.  The 
application of all the “teaching they had received from the apostles” 
was being lived out, one good deed at a time.  This unselfish nature is 
one of the things they had in common.  
 Not surprisingly then, they received Holy Communion 
(breaking of the bread) with thanksgiving.  The text also indicating 
that, “they received their food with glad and generous hearts”.  This 
basic perspective of praise implies more than just a simple table 
grace.  These were people transformed from the inside out, by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 It’s been said that true Christian fellowship focus upon God and 
helps people to remember the good things God has done, which in 
turn causes praise.  What if today, during our table fellowship, we 
gave thanks for the good things God has done in our lives?  By taking 
time to share where and when “God showed up” we are giving 
testimony to the truth (of the Holy Spirit) that it is on the move 
among us!  
 Finally, many are also fascinated by the growth indicated in this 
passage that, “the Lord added to their number day by day.”(Acts 2:47b) 

However, don’t overlook the prerequisites to this growth, first they, 
“attended temple together, then they broke bread in their homes, 
(expressing themselves) and in so doing it was with glad an generous 
hearts.”  They were committed to bring worship-inspired living into 
their homes and it showed. 
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 Our lives would be best if we made the same commitments: 
worship, discipleship (and) thankfulness.  What if we made the 
decision to begin this change today?  Could you imagine the kind of 
impact we could have on our church, family and community if we had 
these things in common?  People of faith Worship, become disciples 
and give thanks. 
 While it’s human nature to look for the things that connect us, 
and though we’re not all likely to become bonded to everyone is this 
room, it’s primarily the move of the Holy Spirit that develops healthy 
disciples in any church; to which I say COME HOLY SPIRIT!  
 I will certainly continue to work on my golf game but even if I 
don’t improve all that much, keep asking me how it’s going, who 
knows maybe we’ll end up talking about a whole lot more than golf! ☺ 


