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The Windows and Doors of the Church 
(Matthew 28:16-20) 

 Mid-May tis’ the season for end of the year programs, concerts, 
baseball and softball games, yet, for as different as these settings can be, 
one can hear the same one-liner, “Hey… You make a better door than a 
window.” We all want to have a good view of our kids or grandkids as 
they perform or play ball; because they’re the next generation!  
 The joy that we experience as we watch our kids grow is also felt 
within these walls. Each Sunday when kids run down the aisle for 
Children’s Time we’re reminded that our church has a bright future. Yet, 
here’s the paradox…a church’s mission, ministry isn’t lived 5 or 10 years 
in the future, its lived into today.  
 It may be true that some make a better door than a window but 
that’s exactly what Jesus called us to do!  
 As we continue our sermon series on the construction of the 
church, we do so by adding the windows and the doors. Thus far we’ve 
moved from cornerstone to foundation and built the frame of the 
church. The cornerstone is Jesus, the foundation is our Faith (in Him) 
and the Framework the act of Worship (in which we give praise to Him) 
so the windows and doors of the church are… its Mission!   
 The passage of scripture that we read today is known as the “great 
commission”. You’ll remember that it was cited last week prior to 
Andrew James Paff’s baptism. This part of Matthew’s gospel is one of the 
most well-known passages in the entire Bible.  
 The resurrected Jesus is with the remaining eleven disciples and 
on a mountaintop, they worship Him. I wonder what that was like? 
Imagine for a moment that you are on the top of a mountain, gathered 
with a small group of disciples and Jesus is there among you. What 
would your first reaction be to this occurrence?  
 No doubt, some of us would fall to our knees, while others would 
run to Him like little children. Whatever your inclination may be, others 
may experience this exact same moment with mixed emotions. Notice 
what scripture says about the disciples, “some doubted.” (Matt 28:17b) 
 Even though the eleven were in the presence of Jesus they weren’t 
united in belief, some doubted. Can you blame them? Days prior Jesus 
was tortured, died and burred… and now he was before them on a hill?! 
We can’t be sure what their unbelief was based upon-or who were the 
ones hesitating to believe, just that doubt was present.  
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 Well, good thing that’s over, right?! These days we all know better 
than to doubt the promises of the prophets, the teachings of the rabbi or 
his Messianic fulfillment. And to that comment most of us would say… 
Very funny.  Even today there are doubters among us. The church, like 
the disciples before, is filled with opportunities and obstacles.  
 The mission of the church remains before us. The “nations” that 
the disciples were instructed to reach are the Gentiles. So, ours is one of 
millions of churches that-despite the doubts- were the result of being 
reached. Each of us is here because of those who came before us.  
 The people who settled in these parts of Pennsylvania felt called 
to come together and construct a church. Not unlike our sermon series 
they did their part to build it from the ground up but they didn’t wait to 
gather until there was an actual building. Our history tells us in the 
summer of 1846 “families met beneath a huge oak tree for about a year 
before the same trees were cut down to construct the church.”     
 Yet, we all know that the timber itself didn’t create the church, the 
Holy Spirit inspired these settlers to gather… then the plans were draw 
up, the men assembled and the labor occurred. Wouldn’t it be 
something to be able to go back in time and experience this season 
when the first members of the church gathered?  Surely, they worshiped 
Jesus, but for whatever reasons, I bet you some (also) doubted…  
 We don’t need a time machine to verify this tension in the life of 
our church’s past. The nature of humanity hasn’t changed, nor has the 
call of the one who has “all authority in Heaven and on earth.” (Matt 

28:18) Here we are, together, because of Jesus, based on our faith, put 
into motion by worship… Now, what?  
 Maybe we’re here because we know there’s more to learn. One of 
the primary reasons for ornate church windows in ancient cathedrals 
was for teaching. In an era when very few people could read and write, 
the pictures in the stained glass told the tales of man’s fall, God’s wrath, 
wise witnesses and the ways in which the people of God needed taught, 
re taught, saved and commissioned. 
 Though our church’s windows are small, they too tell of the 
disciples and many of the miracles of Jesus. The windows of a church 
are not just decorative, they teach doctrine. Which one of our church’s 
windows speaks to you the most?  
 Part of the mission is to “teach, all that Jesus has commanded.” And 
while Presbyterians aren’t alone in promoting education, it has long 
been a hallmark of our denomination. We like to learn, and teach others. 
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 Likewise, as we come together to be the church, we should always 
be open to learning. Some of the things we learn are facts, others are 
teachings found in particular passages. But, not all things can be taught 
within the formal setting of a classroom or sanctuary. The windows 
remind us but it’s the doors through which we go as disciples.   
 Each week when you’ve been to worship we hope that you leave 
with a renewed sense of God’s calling. Because there will always be 
more questions to unpack; concepts that we can’t get our head around 
and moments that demand more of us than we have to give.  
 In these obstacles to our faith development there is potential for 
God to bring out something sincere within us. Just as a door is the 
passageway through which we walk into the mission field, if we miss the 
opportunities that come to us, we remain locked away from our calling. 
Sunday isn’t the only day on which people enter through these doors.  
 Remember, Jesus begins his commissioning by asking the 
disciples to make disciples. Our church’s vision statement is “to know 
Jesus Christ and make Him known.” (See Bulletin cover) No doubt this 
phrase takes its inspiration from today’s text. 
 The doors of the church are the way through which we are to 
make disciples. The question is where does discipleship takes place? Do 
we make Jesus known inside the walls so that He’s known outside as 
well? Or, do we encounter the risen Lord outside the walls and come 
through our doors to give thanks to Him for meeting us where we are?  
 The way we answer this question says a lot about the role that we 
subconsciously assigned to the church. For what purposes do the doors 
of the church open? Do we have doors so that our Sunday morning 
education, worship and fellowship can take place?  
 Do we have doors so that our Monday night support group can 
meet? Do we have doors so that our Young Mothers can gather for Bible 
Study? Do we have doors so that our committees can convene, youth 
groups can get together, Presbytery assemble and through which 
wedding parties, baby showers and Band banquets can be hosted?          
 My friends in the African American tradition may be prompted to, 
“make it plain preacher”. So, allow me to describe two moments this 
spring when people poured through the doors of our church...  
 Both occasions required that we set up extra chairs; both filled 
our pews so much that people could smell one another’s deodorant. 
Both required the fans above turned on to try and bring relief to the 
rising temperatures. There were people of all ages present at both 
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occasions, songs were sung, prayers were lifted, thanks were given and, 
in each occasion, those present felt joy.  
 The numbers were almost identical, both boasted well over 150 
adults as well as more than two dozen children. The parking lot was full 
on both occasions, the porch was beautifully decorated, and bulletins 
became scarce for those who arrived late. It was through these same 
doors that on last Easter morning as well as last Friday night’s 
Preschool graduation, in which many fine memories were made. 
  

 From what I’m told just a few years ago neither of these packed 
houses were a given in the life of our church. Yet, friends in this season 
we’ve been given an opportunity to “know Jesus Christ and make him 
known.” The ways in which we go about doing this varies according to 
the needs of each occasion.  Allow me to be even more blunt:  
 The calling of this church is not limited to the people in these 
pews. Just as the risen Lord met with the eleven so many years ago, He 
still calls his people to move beyond their comfort zones and reach 
those with whom He wants to connect. The ones the risen Jesus wants 
to dwell within are not simply the religious; he wants to build His 
church one new disciple at a time. 
 As we engage this life, one event at a time, depending on where 
we stand, we may be told that “we make a better door than a window”, 
but here’s to hoping that we do. Because, for all that Jesus taught his 
disciples as they gathered, they were still sent out after worship. The 
doors of our faith must remain open to all who we meet along the way.  
  

 So, now that we’ve constructed the cornerstone, laid the 
foundation, built up the frame, set our windows and doors in place what 
do we need for the construction of our church? A roof of course!  Next 
week we will learn about radical hospitality, as Jesus invites himself to 
dine with an unlikely dinner guest!  
  

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
             Amen!  
 


