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I want to share part of an article with you that one of my Interim
Pastor colleagues wrote for his newsletter. I think it is a helpful reminder regarding our Presbyterian polity as we look forward to a
new pastor for North Sewickley.
The Scriptures define the qualifications for Elders and Deacons
in I Timothy chapter 3 and our Book of Order in G-2.0301 and G2.0201 respectively. Ruling Elders are “…persons with particular
gifts to share in discernment of God’s Spirit and governance of
God’s people. Accordingly, congregations should elect persons of
wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit….they are chosen by the congregation to discern and measure its fidelity to the Word of God, and
to strengthen and nurture its faith and life. Ruling Elders, together
with Teaching Elders, exercise leadership, government, spiritual discernment, and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a
congregation as well as the whole church, including ecumenical relationships.” (Book of Order G-2.0301, page 27)
“The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus
Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the
oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures, or anyone
in distress. Deacons may be individually commissioned or organized
as a board of deacons. In either case, their ministry is under the supervision and authority of the session.” (Book of Order G-2.0201, G
-2.0202, page 26-27)

Continued on page 2
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From My Angle (continued)…..
Our Book of Order is clear about who has authority and who is responsible for what. The
Congregation has authority over the business to be transacted at Congregational meetings and
“shall be limited to matters related to the following:
Electing ruling elders, deacons, and trustees;
Calling a pastor, co-pastor, or associate pastor;
Changing existing pastoral relationships, by such means as reviewing the adequacy of
and approving changes to the terms of call of the pastor or pastors, or requesting,
consenting to, or declining to consent to dissolution;
Buying, mortgaging, or selling real property;
Requesting the presbytery to grant an exemption as permitted in this Constitution;
Approving a plan for the creation of a joint congregational witness, or amending or dissolving the joint congregational witness” (G-1.0503)
The Pastor “has certain responsibilities which are not subject to the authority of the session. In a particular service of worship the pastor is responsible for:
The selection of Scripture lessons to be read,
The preparation and preaching of the sermon or exposition of the Word,
The prayers offered on behalf of the people and those prepared for the use of the people
in worship
The music to be sung,
The use of drama, dance, and other art forms
The Pastor may confer with a worship committee in planning particular services of worship.” (Directory for Worship W-1.4005)
As you can see the Congregation and the Pastor have defined and limited authority and responsibilities. The Session is responsible for and has authority over everything else. They
rule—under the authority of Jesus Christ, who is head of the Church, and by the guidance of
the Holy Spirit. We are not Congregationalists where “town meetings” are held and everyone
makes decisions together. We are a representative democracy which was the model for our
United States Constitution. You have access to your Ruling Elders to share your concerns and
suggestions. They welcome your input, but in their deliberations and decisions, they vote their
conscience, informed by the Holy Spirit. Pray for them as they continue to lead us into God’s
promised and preferred future.

Sunday Numbers
Attendance

Offering

Capital

8/7/16

72

$2,498.00

$ 350.00

8/14/16

79

$2,699.00

$2,565.00

8/21/16

53

$5,531.00

$2,435.00

8/28/16

120

$3,256.00

$ 205.00

In order to meet budgeted income, we need to receive $3,250 each week.

Search me, O God, and know my heart; test
me and know my thoughts. See if there is any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting. Psalm 139:23-24 (NRSV)
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Worship Assistants for September
Date

Liturgist

Greeter(s)

September 4

Judy Lipcsak

Shepler family

September 11

George Lipcsak

Barb Paff

September 18

Michelle Shepler

Bonny Lenz

September 25

Wes Creese

Brenda Kriegrisch

Head Usher

Ushers

Michelle Shepler

David Shepler
Krista Shepler
Dave & Dale Sullivan

September
Birthdays
September Anniversaries
9/2
9/4
9/4
9/7
9/8
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/15
9/22
9/22

Ray Wimple
Al Dainton
Misty Fitzgerald
Frank Kriegisch
Hazel Zimmerman
Claire McCloskey
James Paff
Maggie Boucek
Tayvon Creese
Braydee Bargiband
Gabrielle McCloskey

9/1

Jeff & Becky Whitlatch

9/3

Nate & Leigh Vagias

9/7

Frank & Brenda Kriegisch

9/7

David & Audrey Maybray

9/20 Terry & Barbara McDanel
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Church Dedication
Children's Message during Church Dedication
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Church Dedication
Church Dedication
August 7, 2016
Friends of North Sewickley Presbyterian Church
106 Chapel Drive
Ellwood City, PA 16117
Dear Friends,

We are so thrilled to celebrate with you today the dedication of he new addition to the
church. Unfortunately, because of plans made months ago, we could not be with you on this
particular weekend to join in the festivities. But please know that we are with you in spirit.
Terry and I are sure that you can’t believe that its’s all done now and the long months of
planning, adjustments, logistical detours, patience, and lots of dirt, mud and dust, are finally
finished. We are humbled by the fact that in God’s providence, we were serving among you
at the time when many prayers and plans came to fruition and this much need project got
started. We couldn’t be happier for all of you. The pictures we’ve seen of the finished work
are terrific! Praise God for His work among you. This will truly mark a new beginning for all
of you as you move forward in ministry to the community and surrounding area.
We are thankful too, for the Spirit-led ministry that Pastor Jud has provided in the past
year as your interim pastor. There was never a doubt that God sent her to you for a time such
as this.
Please know that we continue to pray for all of you and for the pastoral search process.
We know that God already has the right pastor in mind to send your way to guide you in the
next stage of your congregational ministry.
God has been good to us since we moved to Bristol Village. I have officially retired now
and stepped down as chaplain, so Terry and I can begin to enjoy our life here in Ohio and a lot
of much needed rest, time to enjoy the grandkids more, and some traveling. Thanks to all of
you who have kept in touch and remembered us in prayer. We truly appreciate it.
May God richly bless all of you on this day of celebration and as you move forward in
your spiritual journey of faithful discipleship.
In Christ,
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Church Dedication
Church Dedication
Prayer for Sanctuary
Michelle Shepler, Chair of Worship
By your grace, O God, you have brought us into your covenant and by he power of
the Holy Spirit we are made members of the body of Christ, the church. We wish
to rededicate this sanctuary and all its sacraments to your honor and glory.
At our baptismal font, may lives be claimed by the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ for the work and witness of our people in this world. We did not choose you,
but you chose us.
From this pulpit may your Word be faithfully proclaimed. Let all who hear your
Word be renewed in faith and strengthened in service as Christ’s bold disciples in the
world. Your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path.
We ask that in our sharing of communion may this table nourish your children in
faith and hope and love. As you feed us at the table, Lord, may we, your earthen vessels, carry your treasure to the world.
We ask that the instruments of song and music in this place encourage our praise
and that our singing be lifted as faithful prayers to you.
Almighty God, we rededicate this sanctuary to your worship, that in prayer and
praise, in word and sacrament, we may know your will and experience your peace and
power in our lives. Let this place be a refuge for those who suffer or sorrow, a fortress
for those besieged by temptation, a beacon to light the way in darkness.
Trusting in Jesus Christ, we rededicate this sanctuary in the name of the Father,
and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Church Dedication
Church Dedication
Prayer for Overall Construction
Jake Vagias, Project Supervisor
Father God, We give you thanks:
- for dreams envisioned and goals realized
- for the physical energies of your people
-for financial blessings
-for the perseverance and commitment of this congregation
-AND the patience you have taught us.
There's so much more we thank you for:
- the expertise of consultants
- the knowledge of contractors, job supervisors
- the skills of the many builders
-leadership within the church
-the safety and the hedge of protection provided over all involved
Lord, We are humbled and appreciative of the relationships and friendships formed
as we worked together during this construction project.
Father, May these new walls breathe with the hope, faith, and love of believers over
the ages;
May these walls never become walls that separate; walls that would hold us in and
keep others out
May this church, YOUR CHURCH, reach out and embrace our community and our
beautiful and broken world, and....
Guide us to use this facility to extend our ministry with healing, justice, service, and
love.
Let this be a place of joy, a place where we worship in peace, and return in love.
ALL FOR YOUR GLORY! AMEN
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Church Dedication
Church Dedication
Prayer for Narthex
Dave Householder, Clerk of Session
Heavenly Father, we thank you for this wonderful new space to welcome all into
your house. Please bless this space and all who made it possible.
We pray that your Spirit, through we your people, will make this a welcoming
place to each other and to new faces seeking your grace. May it be a place of fellowship, support, and where we might find opportunities to serve you.
Our prayer for blessing includes the elevator we pray it welcomes and allows all to
equally draw near to you and the fellowship here.
May the high soaring ceilings, beautiful stained glass, and the magnificent view of
your creation remind us of your majesty and grace. May all of this bring glory to you
and reverence to us oh Lord. Bless us o Lord we pray, Amen.
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Church Dedication
Church Dedication
Prayer for Fellowship
Denise Broadwater, Chair of Fellowship & Evangelism

Lord, we thank you and are grateful for dedicated members who are willing to
share their gift of hospitality. Fellowship is a way to bond as a congregation and welcome new people in to our fold. May we continue to serve you in this manner.
In your precious name we pray, Amen.
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Church Dedication
Church Dedication
Prayer for Christian Education
Dave Sullivan, Chair of Christian Ed
God of wisdom and truth, we dedicate these rooms as a place for nurturing families, equipping saints for the work of ministry, and building up the body of Christ. Inspire us to think your thoughts after you, that our wills may be so bound with your
will that we will be obedient disciples of your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Teach us to love, O God, with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our mind,
and with all our strength.
Trusting in Jesus Christ, we dedicate this educational facility in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayer for use of Kitchen
Dave Shepler, Trustee
God, you have given each of us gifts to use as members of the body of Christ. We
pray that the people that use their gifts in this kitchen help to bring the Good News of
Jesus Christ to our world, today and always, here and everywhere. Father we give you
the praise and the honor and the glory and we dedicate this kitchen and ourselves to
you. We pray that this place would be a place that glorifies you and that we would
worship you. And Father when people come in here they would be fed both body and
soul and feel closer to you. Amen.
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Church Dedication
Church Dedication
Prayer for Mission Outreach
Joe Fisher, Chair of Mission Committee
Almighty God, We dedicate this place to your mission of your church, that in prayer and praise, in your word, both read and preached, We will know your will. We
pray that we will be even more intentional about taking your teachings in to the
world, to share both locally and far away. Amen.

Prayer for Staff and New Pastor
Wes Creese, Finance
Thank you Lord for each of the staff: Heather, Sue, Rayanne, Mark and Pastor Judy, and how none of you have these jobs to enrichen yourselves, that you love the
Lord and enjoy your work. Although we’ve had many wonderful former staff members, I specifically want to raise up to Grandma Dolores. Her unwavering faith
through all of her recent ordeals is a model that we all should emulate. Prayers for
the new pastor, even thought we don’t know who he will be, though the Lord does
know. I pay for good relationships between the new pastor and the congregation.
Amen.
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Outdoor Worship Service
NSPC had their 2nd Outdoor Worship Service on August 21st. Over 50 people came
to the service in the “August heat”. Pastor Judy’s sermon was titled “Set Free!” and
was scripture Luke 13;10-17. Jackie Kline let the Children’s Sermon about facing
problems with God’s help. Audience of One led the music.
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Youth
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Christian Education
Fall is here and we are excited about Sunday School and Youth Groups starting. We
hope everyone takes the opportunity to participate.
There are Sunday School classes for all ages. The children's classes, ages 3-K;
grades 1-3 will be using the 'Growing in Grace and Gratitude' Curriculum. Grades 47 will be using the 'Feasting on the Word' curriculum. The Senior High classes will be
using 'Faith Questions ".

The adult classes will have two classes available. The first will be a bible study on
The Book of Acts. The second option, during the fall quarter, will be a study of other
religions. The first study will be a study of Islam or Moslem.
Starting September 11 the Sunday School Classes will go from 9:00 AM to 9:45 AM
Our Youth Groups will be starting on Sunday evenings. There are many activities
planned throughout the year. This is a great time for the youth of our church to develop lifelong relationships. Make sure you come and bring your friends.
All Sunday School Classes and Youth Groups are open to all.
Come Join Us and Be Blessed
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Announcements
Changes to Church and Sunday School
Schedule in September
The Christian Education Committee has proposed and the Session has
passed, on a trial bases the following schedule starting September 11th.
Sunday School – 9:00 AM to 9:45 AM
Church – 10 AM
Again, this is only a trial bases. We want feedback as we go through the trial
bases of the first semester. With God's Blessing and the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, this will improve the children’s experience of Sunday School and their
Walk with Jesus Christ.

A Change in the Way We do Announcements: The Worship committee has
been regularly discussing ways to enhance our worship experience and out of our
most recent discussion has come a revision to the way we do church announcements. Beginning Sunday, August 14th, all announcements must be either submitted to the secretary (by Thursday mornings) to be printed in the bulletin or written
down and given to the liturgist prior to the worship service and will be read by the
liturgist. We are hoping that this will not only help to shorten that particular time in
the service but to also make sure we are getting the most accurate and pertinent information out to the congregation. Thank you for your flexibility as we continue to
work towards enhancing our worship service.

In the Narthex is a blue recycling bin. This bin is for unwanted bulletins or any other paper. Paper placed in this bin will be put in the Royal Oak Recycling bin in the parking lot. When 10 tons of paper is collected a check with be sent to NSPC and will be used for Mission.
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Announcements
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Announcements
The North Sewickley Walkers will be doing the Book sale at
the “Trash to Treasure Sale”, September 23rd and 24th, to
raise money for the Ellwood City Relay for Life. Please place
your books in the preschool room beginning, Sunday, September
18th. Any questions
please contact Jackie Kline.

We want to give a shout out to Denise and the Fellowship Committee for
everything they have done to make the Outdoor Worship Brunch, the
Mission Sunday’s with Sharon Bryant and Doug Tilton, the Beaver-Butler
Presbytery Meeting and the Church Dedication a success!
ALL-Church Fall Retreat - Seneca Hills Bible Conference, Franklin, PA
“ASKING FOR MOUNTAINS”
Adult Speaker - Rev. Dr. Judy Angleberger
Youth - Shannon Williams
Kids - Jason Richards
Climbing Wall Saturday afternoon.
Friday, October 14 - Sunday, October 16
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!!
More details and reservation form will be available soon.
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Sunday, September 25th, there will be a
Congressional Meeting to vote for the
Pastoral Candidate
the Pastoral Nominating Committee (PNC) has
selected. More details to follow...
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Each month the Fellowship and Evangelism committee will
present a brief interview with a person or family in our church
to allow the congregation to get to know them better.

By Barbara McDanel
This month we are spotlighting Dave & Dale Sullivan
Dave and Dale met in high school, they were
in 4-H together. Dave went to college at Slippery
Rock University and Dale attended I.U.P. Both received their teaching degrees. They dated
throughout college. Dave has an identical twin-so
they had some fun with that while dating!
They married and have stayed a wonderful
wedded couple for 42 years. Dave and Dale have
2 sons: Mark-who is married and has 2 children,
and Tim-who just moved from Wake Forest to be
closer to family. Dale babysits the 2 grandchildren. Dave and Dale are
both retired from their school teacher positions.
Both Dave and Dale enjoy hiking, traveling, and cross-country skiing.
Recently they shared a great trip to the Grand Canyon. They have plans
for September that include hiking the cliff dwellings and Arizona. They are
excited about this trip.
The first time they attended NSPC in 1979 was life changing and
they felt as though they were coming home even they never visited the
church before. Dale said “We knew we were home”. They both knew some
of the members ~ Judd Blinn and the Aikens treated them very warmly
and others in the church family were warm, kind and very welcoming. Dudley Rose was the Pastor at the time and the whole scenario was
so perfect—they never left!
Dave and Dale have been very active in the life of our church. Dave is
currently an Elder and the chair for Christian Education, and serves on the
Mission Committee. He has served many times in the past as Elder, taught
Sunday School classes, served as a trustee, participated in several church
plays, helped at Vacation Bible School and also worked on the “Puppets”
Road Crew. He stated he enjoyed all of it and was very happy to serve.
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Each month the Fellowship and Evangelism committee will
present a brief interview with a person or family in our church
to allow the congregation to get to know them better.

By Barbara McDanel
This month we are spotlighting Dave & Dale Sullivan
Dale has served in many capacities also! She has been a Deacon,
taught Sunday School, worked on Missions, Vacation Bible School, and also
was a lively part of the Puppet Mission program, crawling around on her
knees, actively changing her voice to suite the many characters. Dale is
currently serving on the Fellowship & Evangelism committee. She also
shared how much “Joy” she has received over the years and is currently
receiving.
The Sullivan’s reside in North Sewickley Township. On any given Sunday you will find them during worship service way in the back on the right
side. Both the Sullivan’s stated joyfully how much they love and appreciate our church family and how they were led closer to Christ in all the activities and people who are part of this church. Dale said our journey as
Christians has been fantastic so far!
We are very pleased and proud these 2 great people decided to stay
and call N.S.P.C. their “home”.
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Thoughts from Wyoming
by Jackie Kline
Where do I start; what an adventure to spend two weeks in Grand Teton National
Park doing trail work. Traveling two days with three men in a pick-up truck, the
things you learn about them and yourself. All the mini Christian education meetings
with Dave, every idea were let’s take a walk. This group of people has a huge history together and a great working relationship, at times I was in awe with all of them.
In the beginning it was hard to find my niche since I wasn’t a retired teacher, but I
did. Just the joy of being in God’s creation every day and at home in the mountains
was enough for me. Having a “God” moment with Christopher (Larry Barto’s 14 yr.
old grandson) coming off the trail with his dad, he puts us in places when he needs
us to do something. We talked about Sunday school, church, doughnuts, Moses and
“did we hike this trail, doesn’t look familiar.” All I could do was plant a seed and
hope that it will grow into something special for him. I can imagine the stories they
will tell about me next year around the campfire. From here I took home my place
among this group, I proved briefly to them that I can take it, I can fit into any slot they
place me and that I can hold my own with the
best of them off the trail. I will return and do trail
work again or stay below working in the camp.
Ask me if you want to hear more about my trip.
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Planning Calendar
September 1

PNC 7:00 p.m.

September 7

Presbytery Meeting 5:30 p.m. at BB Office
Fellowship & Evangelism 7:00 p.m.

September 8

PNC 7:00 p.m.

September 11

The Big Sha Bang 5:00-7:00 p.m.

September 12

Worship Committee 6:00 p.m.
Mission Committee 6:00 p.m.
Deacons 7:00 p.m.
Trustees 7:00 p.m.
Christian Education 7:00 p.m.

September 15

PNC 7:00 p.m.

September 20

Session 7:00 p.m.

September 22

PNC 7:00 p.m.

September 23-24 Trash & Treasure Sale
September 24

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

September 27

Beaver-Butler Meeting, Crestfield
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Thank you to all that came
and helped on cleanup day!
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Mission Update from Pine Valley Camp
Term 5 Camp Update (July 24-29)
by Mr. Matt
Walking up the lane at the end of a long week of camp, a quiet young man that I
have watched spring up from a boy approached me and said, "Thanks Mr. Matt for
letting me come to Pine Valley." It was a simple yet powerful and sincere thank you.
Tristan's dad died when he was three years old and he is the oldest child in his family. Pine Valley is a place where he has encountered some heroic men. Tristan is going home challenged to be heroic in the eyes of his own five-year-old little brother. I
pray for the strength for him to 'walk worthy" of that calling.
As I think about the thousands of dollars it takes to provide this camp for these
kids, I gladly and willingly give all the energy I have to provide this experience for
these children. Twenty-one years and I'm still dependently praying and trusting for
the Lord's provision both for our summer staff salaries in two weeks and our operations for the year that allow us to do this each summer! The Lord has always provided in one way or another, and by God's grace we will complete this race in two short
weeks!
510 CAMPERs have attended to date with 200+ REGISTERED to come over our
next two terms!
That's 100 more campers over last summer!!!
AND...
-We've cut our budget this year by $50,000.
-We've received $15,000 worth of donated food!
-We need $42,000 in two weeks to meet payroll (we've already paid $48,000 for the
summer).
-We will need to pay our summer bills, currently at $40,000 and growing...
I have peace amidst the anxiety. I believe in my heart that the Lord will provide.
After meeting with my bookkeeper today, I got on my knees and prayed. Then I
jumped up to go throw kids in the pool because Fun Builds a Bridge to the hearts of
more kids, kids just like Tristan.
Pine Valley Bible Camp
504 Chapel Drive
Ellwood City, Pennsylvania 16117
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Newsletter from Dale Brenneman, Cowboys for Christ
On the Trail with West Keystone Cowboys for Christ … You arrive at the show, enter your class, saddle
and warm up your horse; now you wait until the running order is posted… Draw #1. You sit there waiting
to go in gazing out over the freshly dragged arena thinking about the upcoming ride, praying that whatever
the outcome it will bring glory to God. You’re going to try your best.
Personally, I like to run a little farther down in the running order so I can watch a few other contestants
go; this helps cement the pattern in my mind. Recently, however, I‘ve had several #1 draws. As you ride out
across the freshly dragged arena floor, the trail of hoof prints you leave are visible to everyone who is watching. Your tracks not only show where you are, but they also show where you’ve been. The evidence of
whether you’re on pattern or not is in the trail left behind you.
Whenever I’ve read or recited Psalm 23:6, “Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my
life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” I’ve always thought that this verse meant as I go
through this life with the “Lord as my Shepherd” God would be following me showering me with his goodness and mercy, which he does. But, in thinking about the tracks left on the arena floor, I’ve come to realize, as Christians, we should be leaving a trail of goodness and mercy everywhere we go. People who cut
across our tracks later in life should be able to see the evidence of the goodness and mercy we left behind just
because we had passed that way. We can have this kind of impact on the world we live in because his goodness and mercy flows through us as we walk with Him, and “His mercy endures forever.”
Every day is like a freshly dragged arena stretching out in front of us. What pattern will you ride and
what kind of tracks are going to follow you?
“Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.”
In Christ,
Dale

FLYING W WEEKEND RIDE
October 7-9 - We invite you to our Weekend ride at the Flying W Ranch in Kelletville, PA. This year we
are planning our traditional long ride on Saturday as well as a couple shorter rides for those who do not want
to spend so much time in the saddle. After our pot luck supper on Saturday evening, John Topper will present a country Gospel concert for us at the little church up the road from the ranch. We will have a worship
service Sunday morning followed by another short ride. This is a great weekend. Please plan on joining us
for all or part of the weekend. Everyone is responsible for making their own reservations with the Flying W.
(814-463-7663). Except for the pot-luck supper on Saturday night, all other meals are on your own (Flying
W restaurant will be open). If you have any questions or need further details call 724-924-2830 or e-mail
westkeystonecfc@yahoo.com .
UPCOMING EVENTS
September 4 – Cowboy Church Service for the Steel Town Gunslingers, Harlansburg, PA
September 4 – 2pm, TRAIL RIDE & Cowboy Church, location Brenneman’s (Homemade Ice Cream Night)
September 11 – Cowboy Church Service for the Penn – Ohio Youth Rodeo Finals, Fredonia, PA
September 17 – Life Lessons on Horseback – Ready Yourself Youth Ranch, New Brighton, PA
September 24 – Life Lessons on Horseback - Spirit Horse Retreat, Shakleyville,PA
Watch your e-mail or the website for more details on all these events or call 724-924-2830
Thank you all for your prayers and support for this ministry.
We appreciate your friendship and partnership.
God Bless You All!
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Community Events
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