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Moving out of your comfort zone… 
(Genesis 12:1-9, Acts 7:1-6) 

  

 Today we continue the Genesis of our faith series. Noah and the ark 
include lessons of God’s grace despite man’s guilt. The epic also reminds us of 
the difference that one family can make. The tower of Babel cautions us against 
thinking too highly of ourselves and remembering whom we are called to serve. 
Yet both passages illustrate the human capacity to make choices, good and not 
so good.  
 We are all prone to error but; it is how we respond to our mistakes that 
make the difference. If you live in fear you might use your faith as a protection 
against new ideas instead of a trust in God’s ways. Though human errors 
happen we should not fear when the next one(s) will occur but instead learn 
from them and move on. 
 Consider something that you did or learned last week that was new. 
How did you approach this moment, with an open mind or hesitation? In order 
top learn we must move out of our comfort zone. Followers of the Lord are 
called to be people of prayer and proactive living… not phobia or paranoia.   
 Last Wednesday Sept. 11th was a solemn reminder of how hate can cause 
harm to so many people. Nineteen radical Islamist terrorists had been lead to 
believe that their selfish acts of manslaughter would have religious rewards. 
Yet, if there was anything holy about what occurred on that haunting day it was 
the way in which our nation came together in its time of need. 
 The victims included 2,977 people and more than 6,000 who were 
injured. Four Commercial Airplanes were hijacked, two were flown into the 
World Trade Center in New York City, one struck the Pentagon in Washington 
D.C. and one (likely headed for the White House) crashed in Western 
Pennsylvania just north of Shanksville in Somerset County.   
 The passengers and crew aboard flight 93 were forced to the back of the 
plane. Using “Airfones” from the seat backs in the rear of the plane, they began 
calling their families, friends, and authorities to report the hijacking. They soon 
learned their plane was part of a larger attack on America. This realization led 
to a vote and a collective decision to fight back.  As Then President George W. 
Bush said, “Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest 
buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of (the) American resolve.” 
We will never forget. 
 Soon after this day air travel was sparse. Stephanie and I were married at 
the end of the same month and year. Because of growing fears some of our out 
of town guests chose not to fly to FL. Yet, we still honored our honeymoon 
plans and flew to New England. But well before 9-11 the act of flying in an 
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airplane was already out of some people’s comfort zones. What fears do you 
have?   
 Abram was called out of his Country, from kindred and all that he had 
known for seventy-five years. Have you ever considered that Israel began from 
those called out of Babylon, is this possible foreshadowing of the Hebrew 
people’s exile back into Babylon? Just a thought… (Pause) 
 God’s call requires Abram to leave with his wife and nephew (Lot) and 
their possessions. God speaks and he listens. Though he’s seventy-five years 
old Abram leaves his neighbors and home, doesn’t protest but allows God to 
direct his path…wherever that may be.   
 Age, peers and place are often excuses reasons for not trying new things. 
As we age, we’re less likely to take risks and instead become passive in our 
approach to life, including the development of our faith. While it is certainly 
sensible to be cautious with what you do as you age, we should never allow age 
to be a barrier to trusting in God’s call. Maybe you’re called to be an Elder, 
Deacon or Trustee?  
 Secondly, his call means moving away from his friends. There are some 
places in the United States where neighborhoods are filled with residents who 
haven’t lived in the area and whose family members live far away. In other 
parts of our nation there are multiple generations that live in the same town. 
The goal of the former is to adapt to new places the goal of the latter is to 
adopt the expectations of former generations. 
 Abram must decide: stay in the land of his ancestors or go into an 
unknown place. God tells him that his “name will be great” because of the 
many decedents that will be born to him. Yet, don’t forget, that Sarai is barren 
and old! God’s promise speaks to both Abram’s desire to be a Father and 
Sarai’s desire to be a Mother, but it’s certainly unexpected. 
 The decision may seem obvious, because we know how it all ends, but in 
this moment Abram puts “assurance in something he hopes for but can’t see”, 
which the book of Hebrews (chapter 11) calls faith. He must move, in his mid 
seventies, from all that he’s known, including friends and family.   

 

 Can you imagine journeying to a foreign land, as an act of faith? 
  

 Missionaries do this with regularity. About one hundred years ago 
Charles Thomas Studd a famous English cricketer shocked many when he 
became a missionary. The youngest of the 'Studd Brothers', C.T. decided to 
give up sports to pursue mission work, he said: "I know that cricket would not 
last, and honor would not last, and nothing in this world would last, but it was 
worthwhile living for the world to come." 
 So, in his early twenties he went to China where he married another 
missionary Priscilla Livingstone Stewart. They lived in China for 10 years, but 
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she moved back to the UK due to ill health, yet before then they served in 
India. Later, Priscilla and their four daughters stayed in England but Charles 
worked in Central Africa until his death in 1931. 
 According to his biography, in one of his last letters home, he said: "As I 
believe I am now nearing my departure from this world, I have but a few things 
to rejoice in: 
1. That God called me to China and I went in spite of utmost opposition from 
all my loved ones. 
2. That I joyfully acted as Christ told that rich young man to act. 
3. That at the call of God, I went on a boat in 1910, gave up my life for this 
work, which was to be henceforth not for the Sudan only, but for the whole 
un-evangelized World. (Norman Grubb) 
  

 In the ancient world many were associated with a certain land or place. It 
would have been very challenging for Abram to leave the land and people he 
knew and loved. Were he to have asked permission from his neighbors-like 
the missionary C.T. Studd he would have no doubt heard opposition to God’s 
plans.   
 Of course the irony to such theoretical objections is that God told him 
“all the peoples of the earth will be blessed by you.” So in leaving all the ones he 
knew… in time he would bless them more than they would ever know. But it 
all began with him hearing and listening to God’s call. 
   

 The New Testament passage I chose for today is the beginning of 
“Stephen’s speech”, which he gives before the high priest and Sanhedrin (a 
large council of rabbis) who were questioning his motivations. The speech 
covers many major moments of the Hebrew people’s history including today’s 
text with Abram. The confidence that he had to “tell it like it is” becomes an 
act of selfless, spirit filled faith.  
 Yet this shouldn’t surprise us coming from Stephen. In the previous 
chapter of Acts, we hear of the growing pains in the early church. Some of 
those who were becoming believers complained that their widows were being 
neglected. It was up to the church to care for those in need. In these days 
women were dependent upon their husband’s support, no husband, no 
support.  
 There was no governmental program that assisted those in need nor life 
insurance policies or pensions that widows could access. It was up to their 
family AND the family of God. If you’ve ever wondered when the church’s 
conflicts began over policies and procedures, here’s your answer!  
 The care for people has always been important to a worshipping 
community yet for preaching and teaching to continue new people were needed 
to care for the widows. Among those chosen was Stephen, “a man full of faith 
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and the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5). Stephen was doing “great wonders” among the 
people, but he also came into contact with men in the temple that were 
threatened by his confidence.  
 His sincere faith causes a stir among the people of God and-like Jesus- 
he is debated and slandered by so-called spiritual people. Interestingly, scripture 
indicates that all council members who saw him referred to his appearance as if 
he was an angel. Clearly this was a man of faith. However, being a person of 
faith does not protect you from being attacked by other people who claim to 
also be spiritual.  
 One of the most basic elements of our faith is not being ashamed to 
speak out in truth and love. Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit but because 
of the judgment that he rightly placed on the people; he became the first 
Christian martyr. Intriguingly one “Saul of Tarsus” (another man who has his 
named changed) witnessed his brutal death.  
 Abram was far from perfect in his foolish attempts to save himself and 
advance the promises of God, he makes some memorable errors and yet he 
was still willing to follow God. It is twenty-four years after he agrees to leave 
Ur in which Abram-now 99- falls on his knees before God and is granted a 
new name Abraham, and the Covenant of God continues, as it did through 
Noah, now it is reinforced through Abram.  
 Yet, none of this would have happened if Abram had said, I’m too old, 
I’d rather stay home with my friends and family in a place I already know. The 
obvious question(s) remains: Is there anything holding us back from following 
God outside our comfort zones?  If so, what can we do today that will release 
us from the fears that so bind our brokenness?   
  

 In the name of the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit 
          Amen! 
  
        
   
        
     
 
    
             


