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Last week my husband Gary and I traveled to one of our PC
(USA) Conference Centers in Montreat, NC, which is near Asheville
to take a course “Wisdom of the Mystics”. It was led by the author
of the book we were required to read, “The Big Book of Christian
Mysticism” by Carl McColman. Carl is a Christian lay associate of
the Cistercian Monastery in Conyers, Georgia.
The word mysticism comes from the word mystery which is
found often in the New Testament. Christian mysticism has its own
tradition apart from eastern spiritual practices like Zen, Buddhism, or
yoga. Christian mysticism seeks a path deeper into the heart and
presence of God to experience a more personal relationship with the
Divine.
There is not a set way to obtain a deeper experience with God;
that is entirely up to God. However, the disciplined practice of Lectio Divina, Meditation, Prayer, and Contemplation may open oneself
up to more of the presence of God. A practice which is similar to
Lectio Divina, which is a deliberate, heart-centered reading of a
Scriptural text is called Dwelling in the Word. We do this at the beginning of every Session meeting at North Sewickley to open us to
the Holy Spirit’s leading as we meet together to consider the work of
the Church. We read the portion of Scripture, noticing where the Holy Spirit catches our attention for it is believed that the Spirit has
something to say to us at this point. So whether you call it Lectio
Divina which means Divine reading or Dwelling in the Word, it is the
same practice.
Continued on page 2
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From My Angle (continued)…..
Then you take that word or phrase that has your attention and you meditate on it and its meaning for your life. Next is Oratio or talking with God about what you have been meditating on
through prayer. Last is contemplation in which one allows oneself to deepen the communication of prayer into wordless silence while simply resting in the presence of God and listening
for any Word from God.
Every Christian is a mystic is in some manner because the Holy Spirit is in us and at some
level we read Scripture, we think about God, we pray, and we commune or listen for God in
our lives. Mysticism is the desire to journey deeper and more intentionally into the relationship with God and to experience more fully the mystery of God. If you have an interest in pursuing this path and would like to gather with others, please let me know.

Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.
(NSRV) Revelation 21:6

Sunday Numbers
Attendance

Offering

Capital

4/3/16

63

$4,386.75

$1,177.50

4/10/16

79

$2,907.00

$2,625.00

4/17/16

86

$2,854.00

$ 207.50

4/24/16

80

$3,240.00

$ 397.50

In order to meet budgeted income, we need to receive $3,250 each week.

As of 4-28-16 NSPC collected a total of
$1,940.50 for One Great Hour of Sharing-PDA, Presby Hunger Program.
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Worship Assistants for May
Date

Liturgist

Greeter(s)

May 1

Wes Creese

Kathy Liller

May 8

Dave Householder

Jason & Leslie Richards

May 15

Michelle Shepler

Barb Paff

May 22

Joe Fisher

Nate & Leigh Vagias

May 29

Greg Zimmerman

Carol Smith

Head Usher

Ushers

Bonny Lenz

Don & Esther Aiken
Mary Koah

During the week when stopping
at the church please stop in
the office and let us know.
This way we know who is in the
church and can make sure the
church will be locked when we
leave.
Thank you!!

Carol Smith

May Birthdays
May Anniversaries
Jessica Koah
Bryan Paff
Dave Shepler
Ben Paff
Jim Oliver
Wes Creese
Rich Boucek
Jim Hinkle
Mark DeWalt
Nichole Peters
Michelle Shepler
Jim Jamison
Dolores McDanel

5/2
5/4
5/5
5/6
5/6
5/13
5/16
5/19
5/21
5/22
5/24
5/25
5/27

Tom & Nancy Umstott
Josh & Lindsay Koach
Jim & Patty Hinkle
James & Chelsey Paff
Tony & Jane Cuccaro
Ray & Sharon Wimple
Nick & Connie Bargiband

5/12
5/17
5/24
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/26
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Save the Date~July 31st,
and Join Us for a Dedication and Birthday Celebration!
On Sunday, July 31st, we will be
dedicating our newly expanded church
building and also celebrating North
Sewickley Presbyterian Church's 170th
birthday! More information will be in
next month’s newsletter but we wanted
to make sure that while you are making
your summer plans you remember to
mark this date on your calendar and
join us in celebrating the completion of
our building expansion.
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Day of Pentecost
On the Day of Pentecost we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit descending in a mighty
rush of wind and flame to inspire the church’s proclamation of Christ’s rising and to empower its mission and ministry to the world. (See Acts 2:1-13; see also Joel 2:28-32.)
The notion of Easter as a season of 50 days ending at Pentecost is patterned after the ancient
Jewish festival of seven weeks that extended from the beginning of the barley harvest (on the
second day after the beginning of Passover) to the end of the wheat harvest at the Festival of
Weeks or Shavuot (see Deuteronomy 16:9-12). The Festival of Weeks later came to be called
Pentecost (“50th day”) by Greek speaking Jews. In Jewish tradition, Shavuot also marks the
giving of the law to Moses at Sinai; this liturgical link may inform Paul’s discussions of the law
and the Spirit (see Romans 8, 2 Corinthians 3 and Galatians 3).

According to the Day of Pentecost story in Acts 2:1-13, God gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to empower witnesses to the resurrection. Sounds from heaven, cosmic language, the rush
of a mighty ruach (wind, spirit, breath) invaded the house in which the apostles gathered,
and appeared to them as a burning fire. Tongues of fire touched their nerve centers. A power
— the unseen power of God — moved among them and gripped them. The Holy Spirit is unseen, like the wind, which is why the Old Testament calls it ruach YHWH, “the wind, or
breath, of God” (cf. John 3:8). The Spirit is the “unseenness of God” working among us.
According to Joel (2:28-29) the ruach is to open everybody to God’s future. People young
and old will dream and will have visions of hope; they will be able to loose themselves from
the way things are now, because God is establishing a whole new economy of creation. The
Holy Spirit breaks us out of our preoccupation with ourselves and frees us to serve neighbors, loosens our grasp on possessions, and sets us to loving people. New creation is what
Joel is talking about. Pentecost is new creation.
The book of Acts tells the story of the outcome of Pentecost’s new creation: people witness in word and in deed to the risen Christ. At the outset, the newborn church immediately
tumbled out into the streets to witness to God’s mighty works in the languages of people all
over the world. By the end of the story, a tiny, Spirit-filled community of faith that broke
from its present order has spread across the continents with incredible power to bring new
things into being. With the gift of the Spirit, all things are possible. …
Therefore, on the Day of Pentecost, we celebrate God’s gift of Holy Spirit which draws us together as one people, helps us to comprehend what God is doing in the world, and empowers
us to proclaim, in word and in deed, God’s plan of reconciling all people in the name of
Christ (Ephesians 1:10).
Without the gift of the Spirit, Christ’s church dries up and withers away, and we are left
with only our broken selves. With the gift of the Spirit, all things are possible. A spirit-filled
community of faith opens eyes to needs in the world and sees its mission as God’s new people.
The Day of Pentecost is the climax of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, celebrating as it does the
gift of the Spirit to the body of Christ — the church
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Pentecost

On May 10th, the Confirmation class will be received into membership at Session. Then on May 15,
Pentecost Sunday, the Confirmation class will be recognized during worship as members of NSPC. The teens
are currently learning more about God, their faith, and
the church. They are deepening friendships and making
some new ones as well. Please join us on Pentecost Sunday to welcome these young people into the membership of North Sewickley Presbyterian Church.

Confirmands
Cheyenne Ault
Natalie Bologna
Elyse Fisher
Charles Kriegisch
Krista Shepler

Mentors
Jim Paff
Judy Lipcsak
Sue Moore
Jake Vagias
Dave Sullivan
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Pentecost
Pentecost Offering: The Pentecost offering will be received on May 15th. The special
purpose of this national Presbyterian offering is to help children, youth and youth leaders. North Sewickley Presbyterian Church will retain 40 percent of the funds for special
work with children at risk in our community. The other 60 percent will go to help ministries to youth ages 12-18; Young Adult Volunteers in their national or world services;
and general assembly child advocacy ministries.
Happy Birthday Christianity! Sunday, May 15th, is Pentecost Sunday, which is the
birthday of the Christian Church. As you come to worship that Sunday, wear something
“fiery”—something yellow or red to celebrate the fire of the Spirit coming into our lives.
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The First Third of Life, Your First Impression of the World
We all know the importance of a first impression. As kids, we all learned about strong handshakes and heard, “First impressions are the most lasting,” and “You don’t get a second chance at
a first impression.”
Think of all the firsts in your life: your first best friend, your first day of school, your first car, your
first job. And on a deeper level, your first understanding of family and your parents’ love, your first
experience of God’s grace, your first connections with neighbors and your community.
Now, think of how all of those firsts played a part in who you are today—how you think and act,
how you experience joy and hardship, and how you seek and understand God.
The vast majority of these experiences occur during “the first third of life”—the time from childhood through young adulthood when we all develop our first impressions of how the world works
and how we fit into God’s plans for it.
The Pentecost Offering Is Your Chance to Help Make the Best Impression Possible
The ministries supported by the Pentecost Offering provide positive, faith-filled mentorship, experiences, and service—to support children, youth, and young adults as they grow and encourage
them to consider what God has in store for their lives.
Building the Foundations of Their Faith
Helping youth to grow closer to God and build a faith that lasts a lifetime is what the Pentecost
Offering is all about.
Research has shown that youth who grow up in churches with active mentorship and community service opportunities are 3 to 4 times more likely to remain faithful as adults. 1
Shaping Who They Will Become
What happens to our children early in their lives shapes how they view the world, how they experience joy and hardship, and how they build relationships with other people.
The ”Educate a Child, Transform the World” national initiative seeks to strengthen early education, provide safe haven, and reduce the dropout rate of at-risk children and adolescents.
Determining Their Life Goals
Ministries supported by the Pentecost Offering help guide our young people as they prayerfully
ask, “What do I want to be when I grow up?” and, “Who is God calling me to be?”
Of those who’ve served as Young Adult Volunteers, 32% go on to become ordained church
leaders, and 66% go into a service-related field such as teaching, social work, or community development.
Help Raise Up Kids in Your Church and Around the World
If your heart is with the youth in your own church, you should know that 40% of your gift to the Pentecost Offering stays with your congregation to support the ministries most important to your youth
and community. And know that every gift helps children, youth, and young adults here at home and
around the world—providing them a better first impression of our world, our future, and God’s love
and grace.
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Planning Calendar
May 2

Deacons 7:00 p.m.
Trustees 7:00 p.m.

May 4

Women’s Bible Study @ Barb Paff’s house 6:30 p.m.
Fellowship & Evangelism 7:00 p.m.

May 5

PNC 7:00 p.m.

May 9

Worship Committee 6:00 p.m.
Christian Education 7:00 p.m.

May 10

Session 7:00 p.m.

May 11

Mother-Daughter Banquet 6:00 p.m.

May 12

PNC 7:00 p.m.

May 14

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 9:00 a.m. at Wolverine

May 16

Mission Committee 6:00 p.m.

May 19

PNC 7:00 p.m.

May 20-21

Youth Lock in

May 22

Last Sunday School & Youth Group Bonfire (5:00-8:00 p.m.)

May 26

PNC 7:00 p.m.
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Youth Blurb
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Youth
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Youth
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Youth
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Youth

Vacation Bible School June 13th – 17th 9:00 am – 12:15 pm
Dive into a new adventures with Deep Sea Discovery VBS. Grab
your goggles and swimming fins as kids learn that God is With Me
Wherever I Go! Children will submerge into God's Word and His
presence learning He KNOWS me, HEARS me, STRENGTHENS
me, LOVE me, and SENDS me! Registration forms will be available in the church office or can be printed from the website: www.nspreschurch.org.
Help is needed as group leaders, teaching assistants, snack and
craft helpers. Please see Judy Lipcsak, Jackie Kline or Sue Moore
if you have any questions or would like to help in any capacity.
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Each month the Fellowship and Evangelism committee will
present a brief interview with a person or family in our church
to allow the congregation to get to know them better.

By Barbara McDanel
This month we are spotlighting Rob and Shannon Williams
When Shannon was three years old Barb Paff
was her babysitter while her parents worked. Barb
took Shannon to church with her ~ then eventually
the whole family followed. Shannon met Rob while
attending Thiel College to obtain her bachelors’
degree in Elementary Education. The couple married in June 2010. They live in West Pittsburg,
near New Castle. They share their cozy home with
their “spoiled rotten” dog, Penny. Rob enjoys riding his mountain bike and Shannon loves to read
and is trying to learn how to crochet. She works
alot and doesn’t have much time left for the simple
pleasures.
Rob is a soldier in the Army National Guard and
has been on tour to Iraq, then Afghanistan and is
leaving May 14th for this third tour. He will be going to Jordan where he will be training the countries soldiers and police officers for approximately one year.
Shannon has served as Deacon in the past, and has been very active in planning ladies retreats as well as the annual family fall retreats. She sing for us in
“Audience of One” during worship sharing her pretty voice. Shannon is currently
serving NSPC as Elder and is our Youth Coordinator. She works as a teacher at the
Noah’s Ark daycare center in Beaver Falls.
The Williams couple can be seen with the rest of the Koah family halfway back
facing the communion table on the right side of the Sanctuary. Shannon will have
her big smile, always.
Thanks to Barb Paff for bringing three year old Shannon to church years ago.

Page 16

CHIZ RIDER CONCERT
On Wednesday, April 13th, Chiz Rider performed a concert at North Sewickley Presbyterian. For one hour Chiz and his son, Chase, encouraged, and uplifted everyone that attended with their powerful performance.
Rider, who is from State College, Pa., began playing the trumpet when he was 4, after
finding his father's high school trumpet in a closet. When he was 7, he played his debut
concert in his home church in Pennsylvania.
He began touring nationally during his last years in high school and made his first recording when he was 15. Chiz said he is 90 percent self-taught. He has also studied with
Don Smith, former assistant Penn State band director, and David O'Neil of Nashville.
Rider plays more than 250 concerts a year across the United States. His nine recordings
include Christmas albums, praise and worship, traditional hymns, contemporary Christian and patriotic music.
NSPC received a portion of the love offering donated back from Chiz to use as the Lord
directs for His glory.

Chiz playing one of his many trumpets during the
concert.

Chase, 16, plays the trumpet and enjoys when he can go on
the road with his dad. He hopes to one day travel and
perform concerts on his own.
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Dale Brenneman from Cowboys for Christ will be filling our pulpit, providing special music, and leading everyone in a group Sunday School event. I hear there may even be a
horse attending Sunday School that Sunday. Be sure to wear your western attire that day
in support of our guests.
Cowboys for Christ (CFC) was founded in 1970. The headquarters are in Fort Worth,
Texas with local chapters in almost every State. CFC is a ministry that God has called to
reach out to the livestock industry worldwide. Everyone is welcome, you don’t have to be
in the Livestock industry or a Cowboy or Cowgirl to be a part of this group. We are highly
evangelical and very mission minded. We don’t take the place of the local church. We
work with local churches to fill the kingdom of God. The doors of Cowboys for Christ fellowships are always open to everyone; the saved and the unsaved, city and country folks
alike. Come as you are. God Bless you all. See you on the Trail.
“We’re not trying to build an organization. We’re trying to fill the Kingdom of God.”
“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one for another.” John 13:35 Have you confessed that Jesus Christ is the only Son of God? Born of a
virgin and came to earth as God in the flesh. That He died for your sins almost 2000
years ago and defeated Satan, hell and death by His resurrection on the third day. And
Christ is coming again to rule and reign forever! Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he can’t seek the kingdom of God” in John 3:3. Jesus is referring to
your spiritual birth.
Are you Ridin’ with Jesus?
You can check out their website at http://westkeystonecfc.com
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Announcements
Help is needed...the Deacons need help to stock the Community
Involvement Food Pantry. We are currently supplying 3 families
with food. The following items are needed: cereal, peanut butter,
jelly, tomato sauce, canned ravioli, tuna fish, canned chicken,
soup (at least 2 cans of the same variety), canned fruit, toilet paper and paper towels. Please place your contributions in the food
pantry.

NSPC has an active prayer ministry and you are welcome
to participate. If you are interested please let Cece Oliver
know. Her number is 724-201-0398; email
grandma68@zoominternet.net. If you have a prayer need
please contact Cece or one of the following: Alice Hall:
724-622-7589; Kathy Lowry: 724-494-5723; Dolores
McDanel: 724-846-6421.

Each Friday or Saturday an email is circulated to our church members
outlining various items of interest for Sunday’s worship service and the
coming week’s meetings and activities. If you are not currently getting
this email and would like to receive it, please email Cece Oliver
(grandma68@zoominternet.net), phone her at 724-201-0398, or see her
in church.
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Help is needed on Saturday, May 7th for a cleanup day.
We will be starting at 8:00 a.m. If you can, please
bring any of the following items:
*Basic Cleaning Supplies/Cloths
* Gardening Tools
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In the Springtime of the year
We're given rebirth & newness afresh
God moves the sun closer to earth...
To be near......
Enticing flowers to bloom, ferns to
Unfurl.......
In evenings spring peepers sing their

Song of delight~
Coaxing us to renew our souls, our minds......
Reminding us of God's loving gifts..
So very fine.......
Allow your soul to blossom anew
Using each one of your senses....
Enjoying spring pleasures God

Has provided you !!!
By: Barbara McDanel
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Community Events
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Community Events
National Day of Prayer Events
Thursday, May 5, 2016
Beaver Falls Prayer Breakfast
7:30 AM
Alexander Dining Hall
Geneva College
Beaver Falls, PA 15010
Aliquippa Prayer Gathering
11:00 AM
Aliquippa Municipal Building
581 Franklin Avenue
Aliquippa, PA 15001
Beaver Area Prayer Gathering
12 Noon
Gazebo, Irvine Park
Third Street
Beaver, PA 15009
Hopewell Prayer Gathering
12:30 PM
Our Lady of Fatima School
3005 Fatima Drive
Hopewell, PA 15001
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Community Events
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Community Events
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Community Events
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Community Events

May is Foster Care Month
Join Bethany Christian Services as they raise awareness about
what it takes to become a foster parent or to adopt older
children. Their website is Bethany.org/FosterCareMonth
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Community Events

