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I hope you hear me,
Loudon clear...

Early last fall, I asked people who knew our church what they thought the key would be to
pastoring at NSPC. Interestingly, most gave me the same exact answer - they need a leader of
leaders. Having been your pastor for a few months now, I have a better idea of what they were
talking about. The leadership here leads, the teachers teach, the care-givers care, the hostesses
host and the staff is excellent. It’s delightful to see your level of commitment to our church. It
is enjoyable to lead in an environment of committed, active Christians. The leadership you display on a regular basis is natural; you might even describe it as supernatural.
I greatly appreciated my recent week of continuing education. I attended The Fellowship
Community’s National Gathering, with the theme “Deep & Wide: Making Missional Disciples.” The main speaker was Alex Absalom. He heads an organization that equips disciplemaking leaders through teaching and consulting. His presentations were very clear and extremely applicable to the church. His thesis is, “Disciple making is an invitation into a journey,
with Jesus at the center.”
According to Dr. Absalom, instead of being rigid about who can join, or ambivalent about
what people believe, the healthiest churches are those who teach teachers, encourage encouragers and disciple disciple-making disciples. His challenge to the pastors and elders in attendance was to work toward resourcing church members to be disciples in their everyday lives.
Our own church’s vision, To Know Jesus Christ and Make Him Known, is not limited to
our time together on Sundays. The centrality of our faith in Jesus Christ can be known in all
we say and do, throughout the week, as leaders in our homes, neighborhoods, schools and
township. One of the best ways to know Jesus is to read and reflect on the Bible.
This month we are completing our Sunday sermon series on Jesus’ twelve disciples. I hope
this teaching has been educational and empowering to you. It has been a thought-provoking
Biblical study for me. Jesus called a variety of people to be his disciples. Likewise, I look forward to continuing our journey together as we each aim to be Jesus’ everyday disciples.
Pastor Nathan

Announcements
Palm Sunday Breakfast—The Retreat Committee will be hosting a Palm Sunday breakfast, April
9th. The breakfast will be from 8 am to 9 am in Fellowship Hall. Donations only. Proceeds go to scholarship fund for all retreats. All invited to enjoy!
Opportunity to share...Our food pantry needs restocked with all
items except Tuna and Penne Pasta. We need cereal, soup, veggies, fruits, peanut butter, jelly, rice, noodles, spaghetti sauce,
and paper products. Please place your donation in the pantry
closet in Fellowship Hall.

Starting March 12th, we will be taking orders for Easter
tulips. The cost is $8.00 and the colors are red, pink, and
yellow. Final orders must be turned into the office by
March 26th.

We are looking for an assistant for the North Sewickley Preschool Program that starts
this Fall. Candidate must have clearances and experience with working with children,
in a classroom setting. Must also have high school diploma or equivalent. If you are
interested please send your resume to northsewickleypreschool@gmail.com.

Sunday Numbers
Attendance

Offering

Capital

2/5/17

105

$4,477.00

$ 245.00

2/12/17

106

$3,202.00

$ 245.00

2/19/17

120

$3,058.00

$ 225.00

2/26/17

114

$2,592.28

$2,280.00

(We need to receive $3,250 each week in order to meet budgeted income)

Thank you!
NSPC received a generous donation
from the Weir family
in memory of their parents,
Chuck and Shirley Weir.

Worship Assistants for March
Date

Liturgist

Greeter(s)

March 5

Pat Vagias

Joe & Sidney Fisher

March 12

Joe Fisher

Bonny Lenz

March 19

Brandon Fisher

Wes & Tracey Creese

March 26

George Lipcsak

Brenda Kriegisch

Head Usher

Ushers

Michelle Shepler

Cole & Rochelle Jackson

Wee Worship for January
Date

Teacher

March 5

Susan Paff

March 12

Ashley Paff

March 19

Lindsay Koach

March 26

Ashley Paff

David Shepler
Krista Shepler

March
Birthdays
3/3 Aaron Zimmerman
3/4 Denise Broadwater
3/5 Shannon Williams
3/7 Trevor Young
3/12 Lorrie Luurtsema
3/17 Cindy Caldwell
3/18 Paige Barchetti
3/18 Terry McDanel
3/21 Lyndsey Peters
3/22 Nathan Loudon
3/23 Frank Stanczak
3/25 Frankie Kriegisch
3/27 Mary Vagias
3/30 Natalie Bologna
3/30 Stephanie Loudon

March
Anniversaries
3/29 Frank & Pam Stanczak

North Sewickley Presbyterian Church
Session Update
February 2017
• The Session voted to approve membership of 7 new members!
• NSPC will be the host church for the July 2018 Presbytery meeting.

• Approval has been given to the Deacons to hold a free community soup lunch on April 26th
from 11-12 noon.
• NSPC now has a written Child Protection Policy.
Thank you Christian Education Committee for putting this together.
•Approval has been given for a fundraising breakfast to take place on Palm Sunday.
•A generous gift has been given to the Memorial fund and Session is working on ideas on how

to best use this gift.

Pastor Nathan’s Lenten study will be based on the Christian
novel “The Shack” by W.M. Paul Young. The book is about:
After the abduction and assumed death of Mackenzie Allen
Phillip's youngest daughter, Missy, Mack receives a letter and
has the suspicion it's from God asking him to return to The
Shack where Missy may have been murdered. After contemplating it, he leaves his home to go to The Shack for the first time
since Missy's abduction and encounters what will change his
life forever.
On March 8th, a group will be meeting at NSPC at 5:30 p.m.
and going to the theater in Cranberry to see the brand new movie that is based on this novel, don’t miss it!

3/1/17

Ash Wednesday

Service at 7:00 p.m.

3/8/17

Movie “The Shack”

Meet at church 5:30 p.m.
Movie is 6:30 p.m.

3/15/17

Lenten Dinner and
Study

Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Study at 7:00 p.m.

3/22/17

Lenten Dinner and
Study

Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Study at 7:00 p.m.

3/29/17

Lenten Dinner and
Study

Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Study at 7:00 p.m.

4/5/17

Lenten Dinner and
Study

Dinner at 6:30 p.m.
Study at 7:00 p.m.

4/9/17

Palm Sunday

Service at 10:00 a.m.

4/13/17

Maundy Thursday

Service at 7:00 p.m.

4/14/17

Good Friday

Church open for prayer

4/15/17

Great Vigil of Easter

Church open for prayer

4/16/17

Easter Sunday

Sunrise Service 6:30 a.m.
Service at 10:00 a.m.

Ash Wednesday

Ladies Night Out

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
that meets at the Wolverine.
Their next meeting is March
18th at 9:00 a.m. All men
are welcome!

Please welcome our new members class!

Back Row: Jack Felton, Ted Norden
Front Row: Rochelle Jackson, Joann Lecrone, Stephanie Loudon, Liz Robinson
Missing from photo: Cole Jackson

Jack Felton
My name is John Calvin Felton, born February 3 to Harry and Dorothy Felton, I
have one older sister, Arlis Sumney. I was married for 42 wonderful years to Vickie
“Wolfe” Felton, We have two beautiful daughters, Melissa, is a forensic scientist for
the Oregon State Police and Jonaylnn, who is a special education teacher in Butler. I
lost my wife to cancer, November 23, 2013. I am currently retired on disability. I attend 3rd Presbyterian for 35 years, I left the church and only attended occasionally
for years. After the death of my wife, I went back to church so the Lord could help
me, I met Nathan and his family. I then joined 1st Presbyterian and became involved
with people and I loved it. When Nathan left to come to North Sewickley I followed.
I would like to say they are the nicest, friendliest people I’ve met. I decided to join because I love it here. In June of 2007, I had a stent put in my heart after a heart attack.
3 days later I flatlined and was dead, the nurse performed CPR and shocked me back
to life! I then went to AGH and had a pacemaker defibrillator put in. I have had a
different approach to life ever since. I’m very outgoing and friendly now! Thanks so
much for welcoming me to your church...now mine.
Theodore Norden
My name is Ted Norden and I am 47. I was born and raised in Broken Bow, Nebraska. I spent 4 years with the U.S.M.C. and 2 years as a correction officer in Norton, Kansas. I moved to Pennsylvania 14 years ago because there are more trees and
rivers here. I have 2 children, Hailey, age 13, and Nathaniel, age 11. I currently am
engaged to Elizabeth Robinson and we reside on the North Hill in New Castle, PA. I
am a firm believer in God and love our Country.
Continued on next page….

Cole Jackson
Hello, my name is Cole Jackson, I started coming to church about 4 years ago for
the sole purpose of getting married. We started going regularly for a few months until my work schedule and personnel struggles got in the way. I’ve been lost for most
of my adult life. I’m a recovering addict and by the grace of God I have almost 3 years
clean and sober. I’ve physically felt great but realized there was something missing in
my life and I didn’t know what it was. I have a beautiful wife and 3 beautiful children,
I thought what could possibly be missing? And then a few months ago when Tracey
Creese and my Aunt Brenda Kriegisch begged us to come back to church and we did.
For the first time in my life I started to form a relationship with Jesus. I know that I
want to continue my relationship with Jesus and my church family at NSPC. I also
want my son’s to have a relationship with Him as well, and the best way for me and
my family to continue our walk and not stray is to become members of this church. I
love my church family, I love praying for you and look forward to getting to know you
all a lot better over the years.
Rochelle Jackson
My name is Rochelle Jackson and I'm the wife to Cole Jackson. We have 3 beautiful boys, Jacob, Cole and Bentley. In June Cole and I will be married 4 years. I'm a
2005 graduate from Riverside and we live in Franklin Twp. Our boys also go to Riverside. Cole and I are very happy to become members of the church and to raise our
boys in the church.
Joann Lecrone
My name is Joann Lecrone and I have been married for 31 years to Robert
Lecrone. We have one daughter, Gretchen, who now lives in New Brighton. I taught
Special Education for over 30 years before I decided to retire last school year. Currently I enjoy volunteering and doing pottery.
Stephanie Loudon
Stephanie Loudon is the wife of Pastor Nathan Loudon. They have 4 children:
Will, age 12, Claire, age 10, Emma, age 8, and Maggie, age 6. Stephanie is excited to
begin our Preschool in the Fall. She is also on the staff at the Chapel Valley Bed and
Breakfast down the road. She enjoys spending time with her busy family, cooking,
walking, and yoga. As a native Floridian she is always dreaming of the beach, especially in the winter. Stephanie is excited to join such a warm, loving congregation
that has already been such a welcoming place for her and her family.
Elizabeth Robinson
Hello, my name is Elizabeth Robinson. I am 26 years old and I live in New Castle.
I am engaged to Ted Norden. I work at Heidi’s Daycare & Preschool and I have 3 sisters. My hobbies are playing cards, coloring, and camping. I became a Christian at
the age of 17. I am very friendly and love meeting new people.

Youth

Youth

Evangelism Corner
CHAIN LINKS
The Impossible Dream
“He said it with a straight face. An eclectic group of ordinary men gathered around
him, as they had done for the better part of three years, and listened attentively to the
words of this one remarkable person. And without apologies or lengthy explanations,
this is what he told them: ‘All power in heaven and earth has been given to me. Now
go reach the entire planet. That’s your mission.’
Within the first hundred years, the church nearly reached the goal of spreading the
gospel to the known world. Thomas went as far as India, according to many. Paul was
on his way to Spain. Other early believers went south into Africa and north into Asia.
After only three centuries, a powerful, secular, corrupt culture was turned upside down
and the Christian faith became its dominant worldview.
Twelve ordinary, uneducated people began that mission.......from a profound commitment to the words of Jesus and some really sanctified dreaming……..
God delights to do….impossible things through improbable people to impart exceeding grace to undeserving recipients.”
From “Good to Great in God’s Eyes” –
Chip Ingram

Chonda Pierce: Enough
Coming out of the hit Fathom Event and best-selling DVD, Laughing In The Dark,
Chonda continues her journey, as she deals with the results of grief, loss, and holding
on to self-image. A woman’s self-worth and contentment are challenged in today’s
“image is everything” world magnified by rude, uncensored digital bullies pointing out
every flaw. Many wonder, “am I smart enough, skinny enough, popular enough, rich
enough, Christian enough, a good enough friend, wife or parent?”
In Chonda Pierce: Enough, Chonda and some special guests help women look to their
relationship with Christ as the answer for completeness, self-acceptance, and fulfillment. Laugh, Cry, Love…Through faith in Christ, if you have a relationship with Jesus,
you have everything you need and acceptance into the kingdom of God.
Chonda Pierce has built her career by being “real” - sharing her heart, talking about
difficult issues, and blending it all with humor, insight and self-examination. Her vulnerability and wit have made Chonda Pierce the #1 selling female comedian in history
(2014 RIAA Lifetime Achievement Award).
This is a one night event at the Cinemark Theater in Monaca, Tuesday, April 25th at
7:00 pm. Tickets are: $12.50 for adults - $11.50 for seniors and MUST BE PREORDERED.
We are hoping to get enough women for a group rate.
Many of us saw Chonda several years ago and it was great. Please RSVP by contacting
Judy Lipcsak, Barb Paff or Tracey Creese.

Planting Time is Here! - The Biblical Garden Landscape Project
Genesis 2:15 “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work
and keep it.” And so mankind’s intertwined bond with the Earth began (Amy
Grant). We are all tied to nature in one form or another, which is why a Biblical Garden for landscaping is planned for around the new addition to the church. Plants were
extremely important to those who lived when the Bible was written. They are parts of
many Biblical stories and played an important role throughout the Bible. In all there
are 110 to 125 different species of plants mentioned in both the Old and New Testaments.
A Biblical Garden takes you back in time and connects the present with the past using
the plants, trees, and shrubs that were used during the time of the Bible. Meditate in
the garden and feel your body and soul connect with the life and beauty of the Bible.
Plans have been approved to bring the Bible Alive in creating this garden/landscape
around the church. Help is needed for two work days:
Planting preparation: Saturday, April 1st at 9:00 am.
Planting: Saturday, April 8th beginning at 9:00 am.

Plans for the planting are on display in the Calvin Room. We are looking for donations
of tulips and day lilies for the border in front of the patio wall. If you would like to donate plants please contact Judy Lipcsak, Jackie Kline or Sue Moore. Help us make the
landscape beautiful in time for Easter!

Each month the Evangelism committee will present a brief
interview with a person or family in our church to allow the
congregation to get to know them better.

By Barbara McDanel
This month we are spotlighting the Smith’s
Terry and Carol Smith were raised in NSPC when it was up
on the hill, both of their families were long time members there.
Don Holfelder, Carol’s brother set up their first date. The couple were married 51 years ago in our current church officiated
by Rev. Pitzer and Carol’s brother, Rev. Harry Holfelder.
They have 3 children, 3 grandchildren, and 3 greatgrandchildren. Terry was a steel worker and Carol a nurses aid.
They both are enjoying their retirement now. Terry served our church as a Deacon in
the past, also he cut down trees to prepare for the building of this church. Carol has
taught Sunday School and V.B.S., worked with our food bank collection and served as
Elder and she sang in the Choir. Carol also served as head of our kitchen and fellowship committee for 5 years.
The couple enjoys going to Tionesta to enjoy the mountains, festivals and fairs.
They used to own a camp there. Now they stay with their
son, Terry who lives in Tionesta. Carol’s hobbies has been
enjoying her horses for 30 years and raising poodles. Terry
enjoyed hunting in the past.
Carol’s best memory of our church was when Terry’s parents celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary here at the
church and Kathy Jamison wrote them a lovely song and
sang it to them while she played her guitar. Carol added it
was very touching and just perfect for them. Donna Kreps,
Don & Esther Aiken and Pat Kaldy, all cousins of Terry’s
planned the whole beautiful anniversary celebration for
them.

Continued on next page...

Continued from previous page...

Carol and Terry remember the church on the hill having a problem with parking
and not enough places for all the church goers.
Their oldest daughter, Melissa and her husband, Ed, were also married in this
church.
The couple shared that God has kept them here at this church because of the loving
church family-they feel so much at home.

Thanks to Terry & Carol for all their special caring and efforts over the years. We
appreciate their heartfelt love and giving of their time & talents. I personally worked
with Carol at the Ellwood City Hospital and can tell you she was the best caretaker of
patients I’ve ever worked with. Always smiling, kind and energetic in all aspects of
care for the ill and elderly. Just like an angel.

Mission
Global links is collecting assorted unused medical supplies and equipment, and hygiene products. NSPC will be collecting donations in March. All donations should be placed in the Global
Links container in the Narthex. For more information or if you have any questions, please contact Don Aiken at (724) 758-5035, or Alice and Roger Hall (724) 846-5846.
Here is a list of items that are needed:
Medical Equipment
*Canes
*Crutches
*Folding Walkers
* Wheelchairs (Manual)
*Unexpired/Unused Medical Supplies
*Syringes, gauze, gloves, Band-Aids, alcohol wipes, bottles of alcohol, cotton balls,
gauze, hydrogen peroxide, hydrocortisone ointment.
Toiletries/Hygiene Items
*Adult briefs
*Shaving Cream
*Sanitary pads
*Shampoo
*Soap/Lotion
*Toothbrushes/Toothpaste
Baby Layettes –all items for babies must be new
*Baby clothes, (newborn to 12 mos.)
*Baby powder/lotion/diaper cream
*Disposable Diapers (newborn or size 1 in original packaging)
*Diaper wipes
*Receiving blankets
*Baby shampoo/soap

During the season of Lent, NSPC is collecting for the One Great Hour of
Sharing. Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve
the lives of people in these challenging situations. The Offering provides
us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is
the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to
work for a better world.

March Planning Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

9

10

11

Ash Wednesday Service
7:00 p.m.

5

Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Communion-Worship
10:00 a.m.
New Members Recognized
A.B.C. Youth Group 5:006:30 p.m.
S.W.A.G. Youth Group 5:007:00 p.m.

12

Daylight Savings Begins
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sr. High Youth Group 6:008:00 p.m.

19

Praise Sunday
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.
Get Air Trampoline Park
2:15

26

Women’s Retreat
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.

6

Trustees 7:00
p.m.
Deacons 7:00
p.m.

7

Fellowship
6:30 p.m.
Mission 7:00
p.m.

8

Movie “The
Shack” meet at
church 5:30
Movie is 6:30

Girl Scouts 910:00 a.m.
N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m.

13

14

N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m.

Worship Committee 6:00
p.m.
Evangelism
7:00 p.m.

20

21

Spring Begins

Session 7:00
p.m.

15

Dinner & Bible
Study 6:30 p.m.

22

Dinner & Bible
Study 6:30 p.m.

16

Christian Ed
7:00 p.m.

23

17

18

St. Patrick’s
Day

Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

24

25

Women’s Retreat

N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m.

27
N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m.

28

Beaver-Butler
Meeting

29

Dinner & Bible
Study 6:30 p.m.
Global Links

30

31

Women’s Retreat

Girl Scouts 910:00 a.m.

North Sewickley Presbyterian Church
106 Chapel Drive
Ellwood City, PA 16117
Phone: (724) 752-1272
Email: Nspc@zoominternet.net

“To know Jesus Christ,

Website: www.nspreschurch.org

and to make Him known”

Facebook: North Sewickley Presbyterian Church
Est. 1846

Church Staff and Session Members
Church Staff
Pastor Nathan Loudon
Heather Anderson
Rayanne Grant
Shannon Williams
Mark DeWalt
Sue Smith

Pastor
Secretary
Treasurer
Youth Coordinator
Musician
Custodial Staff

Session Members
Wes Creese
Personnel & Finance Committee
Joe Fisher
Mission Committee
Rayanne Grant
Finance, Treasurer
Denise Broadwater W orship Committee
Shannon Williams
Christian Ed/Youth
Lori Luurtsema
Fellowship Committee
Dave Sullivan
Christian Ed/Adult, Kids Sunday School
Barb Paff
Evangelism Committee
Michelle Shepler
Clerk of Session, Presbytery Commissioner

