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I AM… the Vine 
(Isaiah 5:1-7, John 15:1-11) 

 Today we complete our series on the I AM saying of Jesus… we’ve 
learned that Jesus is the bread of life, light of the world, door/gate, the 
good shepherd, resurrection and the life and last week Caleb 
reminded us that Jesus is the way, truth and life. Of all the “I AM” 
statements which one do you connect with the most? 

 Today’s statement is easy to understand if you enjoy gardening. If 
digging in the soil or tending plants is your pastime then it’s likely 
today’s passages spoke to you. You know if plants are to be healthy, they 
need more than water, sun and soil; they also need pruning. The result 
is a healthier crop, be it “fruit”, flowers, veggies or…vines. 

 But did you know that the vine was a symbol of the nation of 
Israel? A vine was imprinted on the coins of the Maccabee kings and 
because of this also used by the prophets of the Old Testament. Isaiah, 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel all spoke about vines. In today’s passage Isaiah 
called out Israel saying it was “growing wild, in need of pruning.” 

 So, in the most basic sense: the purpose of any vine is to 
grow/bear fruit so if it doesn’t grow or bear fruit it’s worthless! 
Understanding this is crucial before we think in spiritual terms. I 
maintain my squash and cucumber vines by gently redirecting them and 
picking the produce, this keeps them healthy and productive. If I didn’t 
do this they would grow wild, becoming useless and even destructive. 
And yes I look past the weeds and grass but that’s a different subject .  

 When Jesus says, “I am the true vine” he may mean to indicate that 
He and not the nation of Israel, He and not the currency of the state and 
He and not the natural resources of the land… is essential. We need 
Jesus. The title “vinedresser” is given to the Father. This means Jesus 
directs the focus to God as one who prunes and cultivates the vines. The 
natural consequences are obvious: if there is growth from the branch it 
will be cultivated, if not it is thrown out into the compost. 

 This is assumed when it comes to the garden… so why does it 
become a threat as it relates to our relationship with Jesus?  Last week I 
saw multiple posts on social media with the phrase “it’s a relationship 
not a religion.” Well, in reality it’s both… you need the vine and the 
vinedresser, the creator and the maintainer. Creating an either/or 
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scenario with our faith is like asking should we water a plant or just 
plant it in good soil, give it sun or fertilizer; you need both.  

 What if your faith life were examined as if it were a plant? When 
Jesus says, “I am the vine… you are the branches.” He is trying to get 
through to a once faith-filled people who had become rigid in their 
religion. Sadly, many who call themselves Jews rarely attend Synagogue. 
One can’t help but wonder if years of heavy regulations have something 
to do with this? I’m not qualified to say for sure but no doubt it breaks 
many a Rabbi’s hearts, as their spaces for worship are largely empty.  

 But, before you feel tempted to judge our Jewish neighbors ask 
yourselves honestly, how are we Christians doing these days? In many 
places South of the Hemisphere our faith is spreading but in the 
Western Hemisphere, specifically the United States, church attendance 
has waned significantly. There are a lot of dead branches these days. 

 Jesus’ words concerning vines and branches should serve as a 
wakeup call to those of us who do participate in the church. If He is the 
vine and we “are the branches” we’re not producing enough fruit. Don’t 
look at everyone else to fix our problems. Start in your own backyard, 
Do you have a family… do they know Jesus, if so do they go to church-
and I don’t mean every now and then-or just our church, there are many 
good churches to attend, are they connected to them? He is the Vine.  

 Remember, the purpose of the vine is to produce, grow fruit. We 
at N.S.P.C. feel called “to know Jesus Christ and make him known.” Are 
you learning about the Lord on a regular basis? If so, what routines help 
you to cultivate a connection to the vine? And to whom have you 
reached out to in, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control?” (Gal 5:22-23, fruits of the Spirit)        

 Jesus says that when we bear much fruit that, “the Father is 
glorified… and we prove to be His disciples”. It is in the bearing fruit 
that we prove-to God and others-that we are disciples. Jesus doesn’t 
simply call his followers to be members of an organization. The goal of a 
Christian should be discipleship. When the things we’re doing reinforce 
this pursuit then we are life giving, living branches from the vine. 

 If, however, the goal isn’t as connected to the vine as it should be 
then no matter how long it has been in place or regardless of the 
personalities in play; the branch needs pruned. Christian author and 
counselor Dr. Henry Cloud says, “if we make endings a normal 
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occurrence, they aren’t seen as a problem.” (Necessary Endlings, pg. 38) Yet, 
what occurs when the word “ending” is spoken? Feelings are hurt and 
anxiety takes over a once rational human being; “bring it to an END?!”  

 Whether we “like it” or not pruning is needed, all things can’t go 
on forever, there’s a time/season to life. Just as our sermon series comes 
to an end so too a new one will begin. For the fall we will have a Back to 
the Basics approach to the Bible. The stories that our youngest kids will 
be learning will be the same as the ones Caleb and I preach about. But in 
order for that to begin, today’s series must conclude. (But not yet!) 

 Christian author/apologist C.S. Lewis wrote multiple children’s 
books. In one book entitled “Voyage of the Dawn Treader”-made into a 
movie in 2010-Lewis describes a selfish boy named Eustace that in time 
transforms into a dragon-did I mention this was fiction? The essence of 
his selfish nature comes through when he turns into an actual beast. Of 
course, this isn’t just about him but a metaphor for fallen humanity, 
which can become dangerous if left unchallenged.  

 In the movie after a fight the dragon is impaled and requires that 
Aslan, the Lion (a Christ figure), remove a sword from his side. In the 
book it’s a bit more painful than removing a single object, instead Aslan 
uses his lion’s claws to rip the very scales from his body. You see, in 
order for Eustace to become a boy again, he must go through the pain of 
transformation because pruning is never painless.   

 This could be what the prophet Isaiah meant about Israel when he 
said, “I will remove its hedge and it shall be devoured.” (Isaiah 5:5a) The 
end of a once prosperous people comes before their newfound stability. 
So, what needs to end in your life before growth can begin? Remember, 
the Lord prunes our lives so that we can bear fruit. The word “prune” in 
the Greek language (Katharizo) literally means to purify; it’s the root of 
the word catharsis, which means, “to purge or cleanse.”  

 So put another way… what do you need to purge from your life in 
order to become healthier? Why not begin with an assessment of all the 
stuff that crowds your home, schedule or subconscious. Do you really 
need all of those trinkets, travel teams or temptations? Americans are 
swayed into thinking that busier is better, and having a lot is “living 
large”. The reality is most of us are exhausted and over-extended. 

 Were Jesus standing here today He would say, “if you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love.” Jesus did not promise 
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material prosperity, personal success or public acclaim, he said that if 
you keep his commandments that, “my joy will be in you, and that your 
(own) joy will be complete.”(Jn 15:11) How often do you feel incomplete, 
unfulfilled or empty? Could these feelings be a warning sign to you? 

 The answer isn’t a bright, shiny new toy… it’s a pruned back, 
simpler lifestyle in which you can be grateful for what matters. In fact, 
pursuing simplicity was a classic discipline of the early Christian church. 
The days of gathering in a home, off the radar, out of sight, may actually 
return. In some nations this is occurring and the faithful are branching 
out to others more than most of us do in an entire lifetime.   

 Remember, without pruning the plants go wild, stop producing 
fruit and become less productive. Cutting back is necessary if we want 
to experience good fruit. The Creator of the Universe knows all about 
the potential in plants, animals and human beings. Our Lord used an 
agrarian analogy to make his mission as clear as possible.   

 He also told the disciples about the “Helper who would teach 
them all things/remembrances of the things he taught.” We know this as 
the Holy Spirit, the one who is here even as I speak. A helper(s) in 
human terms are often counselors, doctors, teachers and/or lawyers.  

 The counselor I quoted earlier says we gain clarity if we eliminate 
the things that cause us to be codependent. This is easier said than done 
especially for those of us with children, but his advice is still helpful. If 
we teach our children or grandchildren to simplify their lives, then we 
are helping to trim back branches for generations to come. 

 A catchphrase I’ve seen a lot is by author Robin Jones Gunn, “if 
you feel far from God, guess who moved?” Now, this isn’t Scripture, but 
it certainly speaks to the challenges one faces on a daily basis. Feeling 
far from God means being disconnected from the vine. This is one of the 
reasons we’re going “back to basics” with our next sermon series.  

 Humanity needed a new start, we still have a tendency toward 
greed, we still need to move out of our comfort zone, change our plans, 
as well as deal with our dysfunctional family… these are all themes in 
the first few chapters of Genesis. Our Bible is a storehouse of stories 
devoted to spiritual growth. We learn as we listen to it and respond to 
the effects of it as we call others to join in the education process with us. 
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 Remember, Jesus told his disciples that, “if anyone remains in 
Him… that He (she) will remain in Him, and the result(s) will include 
good fruit.” So, if you’re experiencing your share of spoiled rotten 
feelings, tense talks or just an inability to see that which you already 
have as enough; then it’s time to abide in His love.    

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

          Amen! 


