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Grace comes after Guilt 
(Genesis 9:8-17, 2 Corinthians 2:15-17) 

  

 Today we begin a series of sermons, taking us back to the basics, 
the Genesis of our faith… Just as school is back in session, fall sports and 
activities have begun, so too it’s time for a refresher on some classics in 
the Old Testament: today’s lesson covers five chapters of Genesis 5-9, the 
story of Noah and the ark.   
 The ancient stories of scripture tell us something about the nature 
of God as well as the ongoing challenges of humanity. The backstory for 
today’s passage includes a long genealogical list found in Genesis five. 
Included among the list is one who lived longer than anyone else: 
Methuselah his life lasted 969 years! (Gen. 5:27) This would be Noah’s 
Grandfather, as his son Lamech was Noah’s father.  
 The chapter ends by telling us that Noah had three sons, Shem, 
Ham and Japheth. No details are given about Noah’s wife or the names 
of the son’s wives either, though it may seem odd to us, in years past, 
listing their names was not expected. However various cultures and 
religions include a similar tale of a great flood and among the various 
details there are also a variety of names given to the women.  
 There was a movie produced five years ago that not only gave 
names to the women but it also included rock monsters who protected 
Noah’s family… these are obviously fictitious additions to the Biblical 
story line. However, the Nephilim are mentioned in Genesis 6:4, their 
name in Hebrew means “fallen ones”. They were warriors of some kind, 
but probably not rock monsters. 
 One detail that is often left out of the Sunday School lessons is the 
seven pairs of clean animals that were brought on board, only the 
unclean animals were limited to one pair. At the end of the flood, Noah 
offered a sacrifice to God using clean animals (Gen. 8:20). How many did 
Noah use? We do not know. What we do know is that these “extra pairs” 
were taken aboard to provide for the sacrifice.  
            Back to chapter five, in the recent film, Noah visits his 
grandfather, Methuselah (played by Anthony Hopkins), who helps him 
understand that a global catastrophe is coming. But in Genesis 6:13 it is 
God who reveals this plan directly to Noah. It probably made for a more 
interesting plot twist to have Noah hallucinate a conversation with his 
grandfather, just know that this is all Hollywood not scripture. Always do 
your homework when a movie with Biblical themes is made! 
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 In chapter six of Genesis we learn that, “the Lord saw that the 
wickedness of man was great… its every intention or thought was evil!” 
This sin grieved God to the heart… and he was sorry mankind had been 
made. Hold onto that… unlike what some may claim about the nature of 
God-that he was untrustworthy or unfair-he was in fact broken hearted. 
His original design was stained with sin… so God started over. 
 Before we learn how the “slate is to be cleaned”, we’re told “Noah 
found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” (Gen 6:8) The only other person in 
the Bible that is described as “finding favor in the sight of the Lord is 
Moses (see Ex33:17). A parallel between these two makes sense, as they 
both also prefigure the coming Messiah. Noah was righteous, a man who 
“walked with God.”(Gen.6:9)  

 Yet, Noah was not perfect, he was still a sinner, no more deserving 
of being saved from the ensuing flood than anyone of us. Yet, God shows 
him favor, he and his family. The sixth chapter verses 15-16 give us the 
blueprints for the boat. If you were to re-read this passage you’d find 
something noticeably lacking from the plans, a rudder! There wasn’t a 
mast, sail or oars either. How did that big boat stay afloat? 
 The ark was about the length of one and a half football fields, 
seventy five feet wide, forty five feet high, its inside would have held 
ninety five thousand square feet. I’m sure many of you know that a man 
in the United States has created a real-life replica of this massive boat. 
Have any of you been to Williamstown Kentucky to see it? (Picture)       
 The “ark encounter” as it’s known has not avoided its share of 
criticism for a variety of reasons, such as using state monies to support 
its creation, not paying enough on property taxes, the inclusion of 
dinosaurs within its exhibits because of an strange interpretation of 
scripture, as well as, its requirement of all who work for the museum to 
avow a strict set of fundamentalist beliefs. However, it would still be a 
neat destination to visit, at least to see the size of the boat. 
 Back to it’s lack of a control of some kind… the ark wasn’t created 
with any nautical advances for a reason because this story isn’t all about 
a sailor. If you re-read chapters 5-7 Noah never speaks. Though many a 
movie may attempt to fill out his character with dialogue, the reality is 
the main focus of this epic is God not Noah. Once the rains came; God 
steered the ship.  Do you view God, as the ultimate director of your way? 
If not, have you relegated God to being long ago/far away? 
  
 Another movie (2007) that borrowed themes from Noah’s epic 
was “Evan Almighty”. For as humorous as its plot may have been… its 
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intent was more ecological than theological. However, for as silly as it is, 
it still delivered a few memorable scenes like this one between Evan’s 
wife (played by Lauren Graham) and God (played by Morgan Freeman) 
who pretends to be a waiter … (SHOW) 
 The opportunity to find an answer to our prayers is exactly what a 
“second chance” is all about; in the church we call this GRACE. But, 
before there can be grace for all of humanity their sin/guilt must be 
washed clean. God does for us what we cannot do for ourselves. As 
Second Corinthians reminds us, “we are the aroma of Christ among 
those who are being saved AND those who are perishing.”(2Cor 2:15) 
 Each one of us is more than men and women born to/or raised by 
a Mother and Father, God willing, we’re also people re-born by the 
power of the Holy Spirit! This second birth isn’t limited to a moment in 
time, it isn’t the result of a certain level of maturity or Biblical literacy… 
instead it’s a gift of God’s grace known by theologians as Sanctification.     
 God chose us, calls us, directs us, re-directs us and offers us 
opportunities to respond. Only God can offer this kind of un-conditional 
Grace, only Jesus could be the one who would take our place, our sins 
upon himself and overcome the grave for our sake. This sincerity of 
sacrifice and humility for another has no equal. The sins we are born into 
aren’t something we can rid ourselves of with any amount of good deeds 
or kindness, we need a Savior!    
 So then, prior to the coming of the Lord of the Universe, and prior 
to the one who would save the Hebrew people from their bondage in 
Egypt (Moses), we learn of a man who found favor with God; Noah. The 
whole world is saved through Noah and his family. Unlike the drama 
added to the movie script, Noah is not out to get his own grandchildren, 
nor are we told that children are born on the ark. God delivers the rain 
for forty days and nights, and the ark floated on the water. 
 Here in the U.S. we’ve been tracking Hurricane Dorian, especially 
those of us with family members living in Florida. A category four 
hurricane is nothing to ignore. It is likely that 18 inches of rain will flood 
the East coast, near West Palm Beach. FEMA official Jeff Byard said 
Dorian is likely to "create a lot of havoc" for roads, power and other 
infrastructure. It was also Labor Day weekend 1935 in which a category 
five hurricane hit the other side of Florida and caused 400 deaths. 
 We don’t like to think of storms as being “by design”. Yet, when it’s 
dry we pray for rain, when it’s too wet we pray for the clouds to clear. 
This kind of interaction with the forces of nature is natural and nothing 
new. The hardest part to the story of the flood is considering those who 
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were swept away by the water. We’d be less than human if we didn’t 
shed tears over lives being lost. 
 Likewise, today we pray for the ones most affected in the path of 
the storm. There are many ways to respond to the threats of a natural 
disaster and yet even that choice is an opportunity. Then, after the storm 
has hit, we’re called to help pick up the pieces in rehabilitation efforts. 
Those who have gone on recent mission trips to storm damaged areas 
have first-hand knowledge about this. 
 We often gloss over the gravity of loss associated with the flood. 
The reality was very dark, many people died as a result of their sin. The 
scriptures don’t expound upon what they did or didn’t do but whatever it 
was, was enough for God to regret making humanity (Gen.6:6). This kind 
of a deep misgiving is not a foreign concept to us. Often we’re faced with 
instances in which we are forced to make hard decisions.         
 People speak of being “out of options” or “at the end of their rope” 
when they feel overwhelmed. Life can be very dark. Storms are not just 
Hurricanes, tornadoes or floods. Life can also feel like a storm… and our 
sins are often a part of the mess. Yet, God isn’t a something God is a 
someone, the object of our worship, recipient of our prayer(s). It is God 
alone, who can bring grace after guilt.  
 In our passage we’re reminded that God re-established his 
covenant through Noah and his family. It was after the rainwater had 
subsided, the dove had not returned and after Noah built an altar, 
offering burnt sacrifices to the Lord. Then God uses the rainbow as a 
reminder of His divine commitment to the earth and its peoples. The 
floodwaters would never again “destroy all flesh.”(Gen.9:16)  
 However, as we’ll learn next week, this covenant didn’t bring an 
end to humans acting in a way that displeased their Creator. The sin of 
pride-a temptation to make a name for oneself-is as old as the land upon 
which we walk. But thanks be to God even when we sin, He is accessible 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of grace after our guilt.  
  

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
          AMEN! 
 
 


