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The Beginning of the End 
Genesis 50:15-21 

 Good morning everybody! Welcome to North Sewickley Presbyterian 
Church. For those of you here or joining us online who don’t know who I 
am. My name is Caleb Hoal and I am the Youth Director here. Today I have 
the privilege to bring God’s word to you all. 

 On this beautiful Sunday morning, we are wrapping up the “Genesis 
of our Faith” series. We have worked our way through the first book of the 
Bible, Genesis, studying it one true Story at a time. We have read through 
numerous accounts of God’s faithfulness and mankind’s shortcomings. We 
talked about creation, God restarting the world with a flood, the call of 
Abraham to a foreign land, Isaac and his wives, the trickery of Jacob and 
the forgiveness of Esau. 

Now, over the past two weeks we have seen Joseph’s pride get him 
sold by his brothers, his faithfulness thrown in jail, and his wisdom save a 
nation. Today we will be talking from Genesis 50, the very last chapter of 
Genesis, but before that we must recap what has happened between 
Pharaohs dream last week and our passage today.  

 First, Pharaoh’s dream from last week came true. Egypt had 7 years of 
its best crop production. They had a surplus of food in every category 
possible. However, the next 7 years were much harsher. Instead of having a 
surplus they had famine. Egypt was spared though, because Joseph 
interpreted Pharaoh’s dream and they were able to save all of the surplus 
from the 7 good years.  

This caused Egypt to instantly become a superpower in the region 
because every other county needed to go to them for their food because this 
famine was all over the middle east. One group of people who were also 
affected by the famine just happened to be Joseph’s family who was now 
running low on food.  

 In order to not starve, Jacob had to send his sons down to Egypt to 
ask the second in command for food. Unbeknownst to the brothers and to 
Jacob their father, that second in command was Joseph, the brother sold 
off and figured to be dead. Joseph would soon hold his entire family’s life in 
his hands, including the 10 brothers who had him sold off. Now, what we 
have to remember is that it has been many years since any of them have 
seen Joseph. So, when they appeared before him to ask for food, none of 
them recognized Joseph; because he would have aged about 20 or more 



2 
 

Copywrite 2019 
North Sewickley Presbyterian Church 

years and would have been dressed from head to toe in royal Egyptian 
apparel.  

 This set Joseph up well to show off a little bit of his power and put his 
brother’s hearts to the test. In an effort to keep our sermon today within a 
reasonable time frame we will skip all the details of what the test was and 
get to the result which is that the brothers passed the test and Joseph knew 
that they were loving and caring, not cold and callous as they once had been 
towards him. Then, after they passed the test, Joseph revealed himself to 
them and the brothers were finally reunited after all this time. Not only 
were the brothers reunited, but Pharaoh allowed for Joseph to bring his 
whole family down into Egypt where the food was plenty, and they settle 
into a land called Goshen.  

This is where you will find the Israelites at the beginning of Exodus 
just one page over but a few hundred years later in history but let’s not get 
ahead of ourselves.  

 Shortly after Joseph moves his family into Goshen, Jacob, his father, 
passes away. This is where we start our passage today.  

 15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, 
“What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the 
wrongs we did to him?” 16 So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father 
left these instructions before he died: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to 
Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they 
committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please forgive the sins of the 
servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, 
Joseph wept. 

18 His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are 
your slaves,” they said. 

19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of 
God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21 So then, 
don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured 
them and spoke kindly to them. 

Let’s take a moment and Pray to God and ask him to open our Hearts to his 
Word. 

 Has anyone ever wronged you? It seems like a silly question, but I 
want you to really think about it for a moment. Has anyone ever really hurt 
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your feelings, made you feel insecure or treated you awfully? In the moment 
I am sure you were angry, mad, spiteful or maybe just feeling broken.  

As time went on did those feelings go away. Or did they stay with 
you? An easy way to figure that out is to just take a moment to examine 
yourself right now. When I asked those first few questions and you thought 
about a time someone hurt you, did you immediately feel that anger or 
resentment bubble back up within you? More likely than not, if just 
remembering that person or circumstance made you feel angry then you are 
holding onto some sort of bitterness or resentment.  

Bitterness is something that comes so naturally to us as human 
beings so you can see why Joseph’s brothers feared that he was harboring 
some type of resentment or bitterness towards them.  

 Afterall lets take a look at some of the awful stuff that happened to 
Joseph because of his brothers. First off, he was attacked by these brothers, 
then sold into slavery, thrown into jail for years, and what we always forget 
to mention is that they took almost all of Joseph’s time with family away 
from him. Think of all the marriages Joseph missed, the nephew and niece 
birthdays Joseph couldn’t be there for. The anniversaries his parents would 
have had and the possible marriage He never got.  

Joseph missed all of this and more and to make matters worse, the 
moment Joseph gets his family back his dad passes away. There are a lot of 
reasons for Joseph to be upset with his brothers and its for this reason that 
they feared Joseph’s anger and bitterness would rage against them after the 
passing of their father. 

  

 

Now, if you will indulge me for a minute, here comes one of my 
favorite parts of the story. They, Joseph’s brothers, made up a note from 
their dad. The text does not tell us specifically that they forged a note from 
Jacob, but it leads us to believe that these 10 fully grown men, gathered 
together to forge a note from their dad and I can’t help but laugh at this 
idea. 

I picture all of them standing around the one brother whose 
handwriting looks the most like Jacob’s as they forge a note excusing 
themselves for what they did to Joseph. They sound like a bunch of High 
schoolers’ trying to forge notes from their parents explaining why they can’t 
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participate in gym class or why they need to leave Algebra class early. This 
is just another one of those examples of what makes our Bible so relatable. 
You can truly tell that they were real human beings just like you or I.  

 Getting back to our passage. When Joseph received their note, he 
wept. Whether Joseph knew the note was a fake or not is beside the point. 
What Joseph did know is that his brothers were afraid of him and that 
broke him heart. It can be difficult to hear that someone you care about 
fears you and it is something that truly shakes you to your core, just like it 
did Joseph.  

 Bitterness can destroy people, which is what Joseph’s brothers feared. 
Forgiveness can heal wounds which they did not expect to receive, but 
Joseph knew that more was needed, Joseph knew that reconciliation was 
required between him and his brothers because reconciliation offers 
restoration. Joseph did more than just forgive his brothers for what they 
did, he reconciled their relationships by providing food and safety for them 
and their families for generations to come. 

 As Christians, this is part of our call as well. Jesus showed us how to 
lay down our bitterness, our hatred, our resentment and pick up 
forgiveness and love. We are called to help restore others through 
forgiveness and love, not to destroy each other with bitterness and rage. 
Paul tells us in Ephesians 4:31-32 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, 
brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. 

 As believers, we must not be bitter towards anyone. Some of you may 
say “but Caleb, you have no idea the hurt they caused me, the shame, pain, 
guilt or humiliation that this person put me through”. To that I would say 
you are right, I do not know what has happened to you, but Christ does. 
Jesus suffered through every sort of pain and punishment there is. Jesus 
was beaten, humiliated, despised, crushed and ultimately killed.  

He knows what you have gone through because he went through it. 
And through it all, Jesus held no bitterness or anger, only forgiveness. 
Instead of condemning us all, on the Cross, Jesus asked for God to forgive 
us. And Jesus did more than that, because through the Cross, he not only 
offers forgiveness, but reconciliation with the Father. This is the first point 
of our passage today. Joseph, like Christ, was beaten, humiliated, jailed 
unfairly and thought to be dead only to rise up into a position of authority 
and instead of condemning those deserved it, they both offered forgiveness, 
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love and salvation. That is what we are called to as well, to offer love and 
forgiveness, letting go of all forms of bitterness.  

The second point this passage teaches us is that God has a plan to 
take the evil in this world and the evil that happens to us and use it to save 
people.  

 Verse 19: 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the 
place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  

 Often when things in life go wrong, we forget that God has promised 
to work all things together for good. How many of us have had things not go 
according to our plan only for everything to be clear and maybe even better 
later on in life? Think about Joseph. We have gone over his life so many 
times you could probably retell the whole thing better than I can. Reading 
the Bible, we can see how God orchestrated everything so perfectly.  

However, in your reading, do not forget that these were real people. I 
am sure that when his brothers sold him into slavery Joseph was confused 
with God’s plan or when he ended up in jail for doing the right thing I’m 
sure Joseph was giving God an earful of complaints and questions about 
how he ended up in jail. It wouldn’t be for years later that Joseph could see 
how God used everything in his life to make it possible to save his family.  

 Truly, I tell you all today that we do not know how God is going to 
turn the bad in our lives into good things for the Kingdom of God. I’m 
positive that Paul, while rotting away in his jail cell or John stranded on an 
island had no idea how God was going to use their letters to grow the 
church 2000 years later.  

 We do not know how God is going to use the good, the bad, or the 
ugly in our lives, but we do know he promises to use it and transform us 
along with it. Look at Christ, God used our own wickedness to save us. 

  

We nailed Jesus to the cross with our sin to kill him, but as Joseph so 
perfectly told his brothers “20 You intended to harm me, just as we intended 
to harm Christ, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of many lives.  

God has a plan, he is in control and we can find refuge in that, we can 
find security in that. When life isn’t going according to our plan, we know 
that is going according to his plan. No matter what, whether we are on the 
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highest mountain in our life or find ourselves in the deepest valley we have 
ever been in, know that our God, the one true living God, is the author of 
the beginning, the end and everything in between of each and every single 
one of our lives. He knows us all by name and has kingdom plans for all his 
followers. Amen.  

 


