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I hope you hear me,
Loudon clear...

What do you like about our church?
During the past two months I have had the opportunity to visit with about thirty of our members
at their homes. In our conversations I have asked what you like most about our church. Most of our
folks have mentioned fond memories as well as an optimistic outlook for our church’s future.
More than anything, you have expressed your appreciation for being able to call our church
“home.” This attitude reflects our shared commitment to the unseen entity behind all of our best efforts, that is to say, the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is our common bond, a spiritual solidarity that we
cannot see, but can certainly feel. Luke details the activities of the apostles after they received the
Spirit at Pentecost.
“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were
being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all things in
common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those
who were being saved.” (Acts 2:42-47)
The regular sharing of holy space, hearing Scripture, special music, sermons, praying, singing,
communing together and reconnecting before or after worship works to shape us toward having all
things in common. Just as we believe in the Trinity, which experiences full unity in itself, we too can
experience spiritual unity. It is an extension of our calling to follow Jesus.
Of course life will not be perfect in 2017. The reality in any loving Christian family is the occasional challenge. Yet, we can also be surprised by the loving ways in which God teaches us. When
we, as a church family, approach our experiences with humility and grace, “with glad and generous
hearts,” I am confident we will make many more fond memories together. And the outlook for our
church’s future will remain bright for many, many years to come.
Here’s to more encouraging conversations!
Pastor Nathan

Announcements
Congregational Meeting, Sunday, February 5: We will be having a congregational
meeting immediately following worship to review the committee reports for 2016, to
receive the budget for 2017, and to approve the terms of call for Pastor Nathan.

Opportunity to share...Our food pantry needs restocked with
all items except Tuna and Penne Pasta. We need cereal, soup,
veggies, fruits, peanut butter, jelly, rice, noodles, spaghetti
sauce, and paper products. Please place your donation in the
pantry closet in Fellowship Hall.

Were you pleasantly surprised to hear “Audience of One” on January 29th?
Session approved that months with a 5th Sunday will also be a Praise
Sunday and will include Mark DeWalt. The next 5th Sunday will be April
30th.
The second meeting for new members will be on Saturday, February 11th at 9:00 a.m.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be on Saturday, February 18th at 9:00 a.m.
at Wolverine.
Lent is Coming! Join us for our Ash W ednesday service : Lent begins on
Wednesday, March 1st with an Ash Wednesday service. Why not start the season of
Lent out right by joining us for our 7 p.m. service of repentance and reflection?

Sunday Numbers
Attendance

Offering

Capital

1/1/17

87

$3,622.00

$ 230.00

1/8/17

92

$8,177.00

$6,260.00

1/15/17

107

$3,243.00

$ 225.00

1/22/17

111

$2,564.91

$2,247.00

1/29/17

111

$3,342.00

$ 230.00

(We need to receive $3,250 each week in order to meet budgeted income)

2017 Per Capita:
The 2017 per capita has been set at
$43.34 per member. Of that
amount, the vast majority ($33.54)
stays at the Beaver-Butler Presbytery level, ($7.50) goes to General
Assembly, ($2.30) is designated to
the Synod. If you would like to contribute your portion of the per capita, checks can be made payable to
NSPC and note per capita in the
memo line and can be placed in offering plate or sent to church office.

Worship Assistants for February
Date

Liturgist

Greeter(s)

Wee Worship for January
Date

Teacher

February 5

Bonny Lenz

Terry & Barbara McDanel

February 5

Sue Bologna

February 12

Dave Sullivan

Danica Creese

February 12

Lindsay Koach

February 19

Sidney Fisher

Shepler Family

February 19

Bonny Lenz

February 26

David Shepler

Pat Hinkle

February 28

Ashley Paff

Head Usher

Ushers

Joe Fisher

Jim & Judy Richards
Bonny Lenz
Brenda Kriegisch

February
Birthdays
2/3
2/8
2/9
2/17
2/17
2/17
2/18
2/20
2/21
2/21
2/21
2/23
2/26
2/27
2/28

Jack Felton
Brenda Liebendorfer
Brandon Miller
Jim Paff
David Peffer
John Shepler
Audrey Maybray
Joyce Hart
Esther Aiken
Nadia Paff
Cathy Pflugh
Iola Grant
Patty Hinkle
Jackie Kline
Kathy Jamison

Thank you for your generosity
on Christmas Eve over $600
was collected to be gifted to
Beaver-Butler Presbytery
and
Refreshing Springs.

North Sewickley Presbyterian Church
Session Update
January 2017


A “joint” meeting with the board of Deacons of the church was
held in January; it was encouraging to hear all that they do!



The Session approved the purchase of a framed newspaper

article which has been hung in the Narthex.


A new members class has begun with 7 members.



Our Christmas eve offering was divided and gifted to the
Beaver-Butler Presbytery & Refreshing Springs.



Months that have a 5th Sunday will be a Praise band Sunday
with Mark DeWalt.

One of the opportunities given to Presbyterian pastors is continuing education
through various conferences, retreats or events organized to bring health, help to
clergy and the churches they pastor.
In the last week of February I will be attending the national gathering of the
“Fellowship Community” of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in Lakeland, Florida. This
will be especially unique for me as the church hosting the gathering is the one in
which I was married, ordained, as well as where my father continues to serve as
pastor/head of staff.
The theme of this year’s National Gathering is “Deep & Wide: Making Missional
Disciples”: equipping churches to form Jesus followers who live as God’s people
sent into the world.
I covet your prayers as I make the trip to Florida and back. Though it will be challenging to be away from my family, I trust they will be in good hands in my brief absence.
You can anticipate a full report of my experiences and new ideas for our church in
the March newsletter article.
Pastor Nathan

North Sewickley Preschool
We will begin registration for the upcoming
2017-2018 school year for preschool age children
on Wednesday February 15, 2017.
We will be offering a 3 year old class on T/Th
from 9:30-11:30 and a Pre-K class on M/W/F
from 9:00-1:00.
Please contact the church office at (724) 752-1272 for more information or North
Sewickley Preschool Facebook page.

Women’s Retreat
March 24-26th
Seneca Hills Bible Camp
More details to come soon!

Youth

Youth

Youth

Lock-In

Youth Lock-In
January 27-28th, 2017

Each month the Fellowship and Evangelism committee will
present a brief interview with a person or family in our church
to allow the congregation to get to know them better.

By Barbara McDanel
This month we are spotlighting the Shepler’s
David and Michelle met in 1992 when they both
worked for Taco Bell in Mt. Pleasant, Pa. They moved to
Harrisburg together in February of 93, were married in
June of the same year and the rest, as they say, is history.
David is the lead pest control technician for Boo’s
Bug Stoppers which is owned by Josh Koach. This year
will be 20 years that Michelle has worked as a staff secretary for Calvin Presbyterian Church in Zelienople.
The couple has two children, John and Krista. John
will be 18 in February and graduating from Lincoln High
School. He will be attending Pittsburgh Technical College
in the fall and studying Information Technology. Krista is
14 and a Freshman at Lincoln High School. John serves on the Worship committee
and is one of the people that runs the sound board for worship. Krista has recently
started serving on the Evangelism committee and also volunteers as an usher for worship. Both kids attend the Senior High Youth Group.
David and Michelle love spending time together as a family. They like hiking,
camping, amusement parks, going to the beach, and having pizza and movie nights
with friends. David is a great cook and enjoys making homemade pizza, chili, salsa
etc. Michelle loves to read, swim, spend time outside in the summer and take pictures, which often drives her kids crazy. One of Michelle’s passions is directing church
camp in the summer.
David and Michelle joined the church about 5 years ago after visiting several
churches in the area and feeling very welcomed here at NSPC both felt that this was
where God was calling them to be. John and Krista have both since become members
through confirmation. David is a trustee at the church and a Sunday school teacher
for one of the adult classes. Michelle is a current elder and served 2 years as the chair
for the worship committee. She has also just become the new clerk of Session.
“Our whole family loves being members of North Sewickley Presbyterian
Church. It’s a place where we feel like we are a part of God’s family that actively seeks
to spread the good news of the gospel.”
We are so happy and blessed as a church family that the Shepler family decided to
be part of NSPC and that they are so devoted and involved in our church family!

February Planning Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Communion-Worship
10:00 a.m.
Congregational Meeting
A.B.C. Youth Group 5:006:30 p.m.
S.W.A.G. 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Sr High Youth 6:00-8:00
p.m.

12

Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.

6

Trustees 7:00
p.m.
Deacons 7:00
p.m.

3

4

Praise Sunday
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.
A.B.C. Youth Group 5:006:30 p.m.
S.W.A.G. 5:00-7:00 p.m.

26

Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.Guest Preacher
Ski Trip 2:00-11:00 p.m.

Fellowship
6:30 p.m.

8

9

10

11

Women’s Bible
Study 6:30 p.m. @
Barb Paff’s

Ladies
Night Out
5:30 @
Vinny’s

Second Session
for New Members Class 9:00
a.m.

Mission 6:15 p.m.

N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m.

13

N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m.

19

7

Saturday

2

Women’s Bible
Study 6:30 p.m. @
Barb Paff’s

5

Friday

20

Girl Scouts
9-10:00 a.m.

14

15

16

Worship Committee 6:00
p.m.
Evangelism
7:00 p.m.

Women’s Bible
Study 6:30 p.m. @
Barb Paff’s

Christian Ed
7:00 p.m.

Pastor NathanStudy Leave
through Sunday

22

Women’s Bible
Study 6:30 p.m. @
Barb Paff’s

23

21

28
Session 7:00
p.m.

N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m.

18
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast 9:00
a.m. at Wolverine

24

25
Girl Scouts
9-10:00 a.m.

N.A. 6:30-8:45
p.m.

27

17

North Sewickley Presbyterian Church
106 Chapel Drive
Ellwood City, PA 16117
Phone: (724) 752-1272
Email: Nspc@zoominternet.net

“To know Jesus Christ,

Website: www.nspreschurch.org

and to make Him known”

Facebook: North Sewickley Presbyterian Church
Est. 1846

Church Staff and Session Members
Church Staff
Pastor Nathan Loudon
Heather Anderson
Rayanne Grant
Shannon Williams
Mark DeWalt
Sue Smith

Pastor
Secretary
Treasurer
Youth Coordinator
Musician
Custodial Staff

Session Members
Wes Creese
Personnel & Finance Committee
Joe Fisher
Mission Committee
Rayanne Grant
Finance, Treasurer
Denise Broadwater W orship Committee
Shannon Williams
Christian Ed/Youth
Lori Luurtsema
Fellowship Committee
Dave Sullivan
Christian Ed/Adult, Kids Sunday School
Barb Paff
Evangelism Committee
Michelle Shepler
Clerk of Session, Presbytery Commissioner

