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Dreams that direct… 
(Genesis 28:10-22, Matthew 2:7-15) 

 
 How many of you, when you awake, can recall your dreams? The images or themes 
included in our subconscious can be quite memorable. But not all people can recall their 
dreams. In High School the Psychology class I took instructed us to keep a diary near our bed 
so that upon waking we could write down our observations. I found this project to be very 
interesting. Maybe you still do this? Sometimes dreams direct…   
 Today we continue our series on the “Genesis of our Faith” by spending time with the 
oldest stories in the Bible. Last week we recalled when Isaac was fooled into give his blessing to 
Jacob instead of Esau. This occurred thanks to his wife Rebekah’s scheming and Jacob’s willing 
participation. The result sends Jacob away from his home as well as his now bloodthirsty 
brother (can you blame him?!).  
 Jacob heads out on a journey to reside with Rebekah’s brother, Uncle Laban. Along the 
way though Jacob has an experience that changes his life. The setting is the middle of the 
desert about twelve miles north of Mount Moriah, where Abraham had prepared to sacrifice 
Isaac. Long into the voyage as the sunsets Jacob finds a rock to lay his head upon and he falls 
fast asleep and encounters God through a dream. 
 A traditional interpretation of this unusual dream is that our human spirit-while bound 
to earth-like the ladder-is always longing to be with God. In this instance the ladder is depicted 
as a pathway to and from God, who appears at the pinnacle of the ladder. Take a moment to 
consider one interesting point: Jacob is NOT called to climb the ladder.  
 Though our second hymn for today has us singing, “we are climbing Jacob’s 
ladder” this song speaks more in symbolic terms rather than a literal direction to the divine. 
The song’s lyrics often vary but emphasize spiritual growth and our calling. The striving nature 
of the "climb" is depicted as a series of tests drawing upon the idea of the Christian faith as a 
struggle. The battle indicated for those who sang it first (African Slaves) is of overcoming their 
owner/master.  
 So, in his actual dream Jacob is not summoned up the ladder, he is spoken to from the 
top (by God). God tells Jacob, “Behold I am with you (and will be) wherever you go.”(Gen 
28:15) Jacob’s struggle is less external and more internal, a spiritual struggle. Even if God 
hasn’t spoken to you through a dream, maybe you have had memorable dreams in which 
specific images or events became especially vivid? What about these dreams stick with you and 
why? 
 For Jacob the dream was life changing, take a moment to consider your calling. How is 
your life a reflection of your calling? The things you make with your hands, the notes you write, 
words you speak, jokes you tell, hugs you give, baked goods you distribute, smiles shared, joy 
expressed, music notes sung or played all come from somewhere beyond yourself. These are 
external gifts with internal motivation. 
 It is often in the least likely moments in which we are called to share something with 
those we meet along the way. Consider the events that have impacted you the most, where have 
you wandered, where did it lead? Maybe you’ve felt all alone in a desert so to speak? Or maybe 
today you’re very much “on your way”? Yet, in both instances we can be inspired by the voice of 
God… as long as we listen. 
 
 In the New Testament lesson, customarily reflected upon during Christmas, both the 
Magi and Joseph were spoken to through a dream. In the case of the Magi they were warned 
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not to return to King Herod. Joseph was told to flee with Mary and Jesus (to Egypt). Here 
again, God speaks through dreams. Maybe we need to be asleep to listen?  
 For all that has changed since the time in which Jacob, Esau, Mary and Joseph walked 
this earth, one thing has not…we need sleep. Now, I’m no Doctor but what I know is that 
people who are unable to sleep are more likely to struggle. Ones quality of work, attention span 
or even joy is altered if their sleep patterns are shortened. In fact, despite any number of 
challenges one may face we have a saying for when we can still function at a healthy level: “I’m 
not losing any sleep over it.” This then is a subtle way of saying how important it is to get our 
rest.  
 One curious detail in Matthew, rarely reflected upon, is the Magi’s dream and the 
likelihood that not one but all of them had this dream. Can you imagine the scene? They 
followed a star to Bethlehem then encountered the Lord Jesus with his Mother Mary and 
Father Joseph. They offered Jesus gifts and lingered in his presence, for a good long while. 
Then in the morning awoke with a fascinating dream to share. 
 What the Bible doesn’t spell out is whether it was on this same night in which Joseph is 
warned, by an angel, in a dream to leave Bethlehem and travel (some ninety miles to the East). 
What we do know is that Joseph awoke from the dream during the night and had his family 
leave under cover of darkness. (Matt 2:14) This is a good example that Sometimes dreams are 
so vivid that they wake us up in the middle of the night.  If/when this happens, take note and 
take notes! Other times our dreams are odd and make little sense, but I’m convinced that God 
connects with some through the subconscious state. So, if you’re able to retain dreams, pay 
attention, it’s possible that God is speaking to you.  
 In addition to a vivid image of a Heavenly ladder with Angels descending and ascending, 
Jacob’s receives three promises in his dream.  They are: the Promise of Presence: v. 15: “I will 
be with you”.  The Promise of Protection: v. 15: “I will protect you wherever you go” and The 
Promise of Perseverance: v. 14: “Through you I will bless all nations”.  (This is based on an idea 
from Pastor Dave Ullom 7/25/14)  
 We believe in a God of omnipresence, omnipotence and omniscience.  The nature of God 
hasn’t changed but in Jesus Christ our ability to access God has.  The cross essentially becomes 
the ladder. 
 In this series on the Genesis of our Faith one theme has certainly been reinforced, the 
unchanging nature of God and the limited capacity of God’s people.  The promises that God 
makes, God keeps.  The promises that man makes, man breaks.  The simplest way to spell this 
out is: We NEED the grace of God.  Frankly, it is often those who come to terms with their 
terminal state who also awaken to an eternal one, the gift of grace.     
  So, the messages that Jacob received still apply to us. God will be present with us 
through our trials in life.  This DOESN’T mean God will keep trials from finding us; only that 
God will be present.  God will protect us in our most vulnerable times.  Again, no promise is 
being made that we’ll avoid pain, only that spiritually speaking, God will never leave us.  “I will 
be with you… wherever you go”(Gen 28:15) 
 And finally, God will see to it that our perseverance in the faith will not be in vain. Now, 
the harsh reality may be that our own family, neighbors, friends and/or co-workers may not 
carry on the faith, but someone will.  None of us knows through whom the faith will continue 
but we can be certain that our efforts will not be in vain.   
 The first thing that happens to Jacob when he awakens from his dream in the desert is 
that he is in awe- he says- “this is none other than the house of God, the gate of Heaven.”  
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It’s fair to say that once awoken that Jacob is experiencing a spiritual high for the first time. 
Maybe you can relate? That first moment of religious affection is memorable!  
  Whenever we have Divine encounters we’re taken aback, moved, amazed.   So, Jacob 
takes the stone that his head was lying upon and anoints it with oil (where did that come 
from?) and calls the place where the dream occurred, “Bethel”, which means the house of God. 
Jacob’s dream directs him to give in many ways. 
 Next Sunday we will pass out our time/talent forms.  As Judy L. will explain this is one 
way through which our church can collect, bless and empower the gifts that are within these 
walls. Though this effort is not the only way to measure our giving, it is certainly a beneficial 
exercise. God calls us to be a giving people.  
 Notice that as part of his dedication service that Jacob makes a commitment to give 
back, “all that you (God) give to me I will give a full tenth to you.”(Genesis28:22)  Simply put, 
the dream did something to Jacob. When he saw the angels ascending and descending from 
Heaven, he was humbled.  As God spoke from above the ladder he listened.  This unusual 
connection to his Creator reformed his once wayward nature.    
 This is also one of the earliest expressions of giving a tenth of one’s income.  Remember 
that 100% of what we have, who we are, love and what we’ve become originates from the 
source of our Salvation. So, why do we struggle so much with sharing?  It’s not like any of us 
can take our talents, treasure with us, why not release a resistance to share and bless others 
with a gift?  Pick up an Operation Christmas child box today! 
 While I know that there are many minds of thought on how you measure one tenth, let 
me simplify it for you with a quote from a well-known author on Stewardship, “If you can’t live 
on 90% of your income then you’re probably struggling to live off of 100%.” (Dave Ramsey)  It 
shouldn’t require a miracle for you to get through the month with 10% less in your wallet. We 
are called to be a generous people. 
 Through our jobs, friends, family, time commitments, checkbooks as well as creativity, 
compassion and flexibility we join all who share something beyond them to benefit others. 
Jacob didn’t know how this change in his character would work throughout his life but after his 
encounter with God he was never the same.  The way in which he approaches even the least 
favorable events indicates the change. 
 For instance, the same kind of deception that he had participated in (with his Mother to 
his brother) would occur to him (by his Uncle).  Though not today’s focus go ahead and read 
Genesis 29-31 for all of the soap opera like details.  Those who think the Bible is boring don’t 
know their Bible!  And once you’re done reading it, why not leave a note pad on your 
nightstand because maybe tonight you’ll have a memorable dream through which God will 
speak and direct you? 
   
           In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
          AMEN! 
            
       
 
 


