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Heartline
I hope you hear me,
Loudon clear...

God Reveals Himself through Light
One of my favorite parts of Christmas is seeing the array of extra
lights people add to brighten the night sky. The presence of light is not
merely a secular way of celebrating the season. John’s Gospel describes the “light that shines in the darkness that is not overcome by the
darkness.”(John 1:5) Luke’s Gospel speaks of shepherds that were out
keeping their flocks when, “the glory of the Lord shone around
them.” (Luke 2:9) Matthew’s Gospel describes the wise men that follow a “rising star… and have come to worship Him.”(Matt 2:2)
All three of these Gospels reveal something important about God.
Light is connected to the origins of the world. Light accompanies the
heavenly hosts of angels that bring men to their knees. Light from the
star directs the Magi to Jerusalem. So, the light of God is eternal, aweinspiring and directing in its nature.
I appreciate the ways in which secular and sacred traditions coexist.
Many would agree there is nothing that says Christmas more than a tree
adorned with sparkling lights. Others look forward to holding a candle
on Christmas Eve while singing, “Joy To the World.” What’s your favorite use of light during the dark days of winter?
As this will be my first time to experience Christmas with you at
NSPC, I look forward to learning your Advent traditions. I also look
forward to the Wednesday Advent Dinners after which we can spend
time together rediscovering how God reveals Himself through light.
Maggie, Emma, Claire, Will, Stephanie and I are definitely excited to
begin decorating our lovely manse with familiar Christmas treasures,
including lots of lights.
Pastor Nathan

Announcements
Join Us for Ugly Christmas Sweater Sunday! Th is year Ch r istm as falls on
Sunday and we’d like you to join us for worship at 10:00 a.m. and be sure to wear your
ugly Christmas sweater (just don’t tell grandma if it was from her). As to encourage
families to attend worship, we will take a break from Sunday School.
Join us on Christmas Eve for Worship! 7:00 p.m . w ill be fam ily fr ien dly
(including a Children’s Message) or you may choose to attend a more intimate
gathering at 11:00 p.m. Candlelight will be included at both services.
CHRISTMAS GIVING WREATH: Th is year w e ar e donating gifts to needy
children in the Riverside School District. Select a gift tag from the wreath, wrap the
gift, securely place the tag (and receipt if you have it) on the outside of the package and
put the gift on table in the Calvin Room by December 14. Let us bring joy to others!
2017 Per Capita: The 2017 per capita has been set at $43.34 per m em ber .
Of that amount, the vast majority ($33.54) stays at the Beaver-Butler Presbytery level,
($7.50) goes to General Assembly, ($2.30) is designated to the Synod.

Advent Season 2016

Sunday Numbers
Attendance

Offering

Date

Candle

Lighting by:

Nov 27

Hope

Sr High Youth Group

Dec 4

Peace

Deacons

Dec 11

Joy

Trustees

Dec 18

Love

S.W.A.G.

Dec. 24

Christ

7 p.m.-Loudons
11 p.m.-Elders

Capital

11/6/16

70

$5,000.00

$ 480.00

11/13/16

82

$2,448.50

$2,617.50

11/20/16

123

$3,041.50

$ 195.00

11/27/16

107

$3,210.60

$ 177.50

(We need to receive $3,250 each week in order to meet budgeted income)

Worship Assistants for December
Date

Liturgist

Greeter(s)

December 4

David Shepler

Mary Koah

December 11

Wes Creese

Lindsay Koach

December 18

Pat Vagias

Carole Dainton

December 25

Michelle Shepler

Dolores McDanel

Head Usher

Ushers

Bonny Lenz

Roger & Alice Hall
Brenda Kriegisch
Dan Pflugh

December
Birthdays
12/8
12/8
12/9
12/11
12/12
12/13
12/13
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/27
12/27
12/31

Clayton Miller
Leslie Richards
Emma Maybray
Blake Liebendorfer
Charles Kriegisch
Lois Douglass
Tyla Thompson
Lisa Barchetti
Carole Dainton
Roger Hall
Heather Anderson
Sonya Forbes
Cheyenne Ault
George Lipcsak
Judy Lipcsak

December Anniversaries
12/11
12/21
12/21
12/31

Greg & Hazel Zimmerman
Todd Ault & Sheri Richards-Ault
Jim & Cece Oliver
Jeff & Mary Koah

Pastor Nathan’s Installation Service

Christmas Decorating

Youth

Youth
Twenty of our wonderful young adults from Swag (Soldier's Walking According to God) and
the Senior High youth group got together with New Bethlehem church on November 6th and
went to laser tag!! I would have to say that fun was had by all!! We then went to Steak n Shake
for a delicious dinner!!!A special thank you to Stephanie Loudon for your time and van!
We had so many children that we needed all the drivers we could get!
Our next meeting was on November 22...the night that we decorated for Christmas! We strung
popcorn and painted ornaments....it was great to have 6 of our youth there to help!! Unfortunately basketball practice conflicted with that night!
Our next outings for the month of December will be going to see the beautiful Christmas lights
and also caroling.....until then....be kind, love your neighbor and be a leader in your school!!

Each month the Fellowship and Evangelism committee will
present a brief interview with a person or family in our church
to allow the congregation to get to know them better.

By Barbara McDanel
This month we are spotlighting the Hinkle’s

Jim and Pat met in high school in Ellwood City School. After eloping in 1952,
they were married in the United Presbyterian Church located in Winchester, Virginia
and they have been married for 64 years.
The couple have 5 children, 10 grandchildren, and 3 great-grandchildren. Jim
worked at US Steel for 19 years, then they took over his father’s grocery store in
Ellport. Eventually Jim and Pat had 2 other stores in Frisco and in Fombell. They
also owned “Bills Sandwich Shop” in Ellport for 18 years.. Pat managed the “Exercise
Hut” in Ellwood City for 5 years.
Jim has been an active member of the Riverside Lion’s Club where he and Pat
hosted dinners at North Sewickley Presbyterian Church-mostly they served chicken
and biscuits dinners until NSPC sold their big stove.
The couple attended the old NSPC up on the hill and it was there they joined.
They can remember a few people that were in their Sunday School class, Iola Grant,
Don Aiken and Mr. Douglass.
Over the years, Pat has taught Sunday school and VBS. She also sang in the
church choir. I asked the Hinkle’s what they did together for “fun” and they said they
enjoy dancing and all kinds of music. They danced at Cascade Park in New Castle.
They also enjoy traveling attending their grandchildren’s activities.
Thanks for being such committed members for so many years Jim and Pat.

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child partners with churches worldwide to reach boys and girls
with the gospel of Jesus Christ. Every shoebox gift placed into the hands of a child in
need provides an opportunity to demonstrate God’s love. This year North Sewickley
Presbyterian Church packed 43 shoeboxes. Each shoebox was packed with love and
covered in prayer. In addition to donations of toys, school supplies, and hygiene
items, monetary contributions were also given by you which helped transport your
gifts and deliver it into the hands of a child in need.
In November, Jim and I took the shoeboxes to Calvin United Presbyterian in
Ellwood City during collection week. This local drop-off point was organized under
the direction of Marcia Smorada. Those who were present joined hands to offer a
prayer for the children who would be receiving these shoeboxes. From Ellwood City,
the boxes were taken to New Wilmington, loaded on Semi-tractor trailers, and transported to Baltimore, Maryland. They are then screened and finally shipped to designated locations around the world.
Marcia shared a story about a boy who received a shoebox.
“The children were sitting in a circle patiently waiting for his/her shoebox. On boy
was very excited and hurriedly opened his box. Unfortunately, the boy saw only one
flipflop in his box. The worker apologized saying they would see that he received a
new pair. The boy smiled, and said, ‘Oh, that’s OK’, and uncrossed his legs. The boy
only had one foot.”
Your gifts, packed with love in Jesus’ name, deliver hope and joy to hurting children around the globe. Thank you.
Judy Richards

Christian Ed

December Planning Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Mission 6:00
p.m.
Christian Ed
7:00 p.m.

4

Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Worship-Communion
10:00 a.m.
Congregational Meeting
A.B.C. Youth Group 5:006:30 p.m.
Sr. High Youth Group
6:00-8:00 p.m.

11

Praise Sunday
Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Worship-10:00 a.m.
S.W.A.G. & Sr. High
Youth Groups-Lights

5

Deacons 7:00
p.m.
Trustees
7:00 p.m.

12

3
Girl Scouts
6:00-8:00 p.m.

6

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

Fellowship &
Evangelism 7:00
p.m.

Advent Dinner
6:30 p.m. & Study
7:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
Rental 4:006:00 p.m.

Worship Committee
6:00 p.m.

Advent Dinner
6:30 p.m. & Study
7:00 p.m.

SessionChristmas
Party

Girl Scouts
6:00-8:00 p.m.

N.A. 6:308:45 p.m.

19

Sunday School 9:00-9:45
a.m.
Kids Program
Worship-10:00 a.m.
S.W.A.G. & Sr. High Youth
Groups-Caroling 5:007:00 p.m.

N.A. 6:308:45 p.m.

Christmas Day
Worship Service 10:00
a.m.

2

Saturday

N.A. 6:308:45 p.m.

18

25

Friday

26
N.A. 6:308:45 p.m.

20

21

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

Session 7:00
p.m.

Christmas Eve
Service 7:00
p.m.
Service 11:00
p.m.

New Year’s Eve

A Special Thanks to our
Elders, Deacons, Trustees,
Committee Members, and Staff
for all of their dedication this year!

